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EVIDENCES 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE writer of this tract is aware that his labours, 
on this molt important of all ſubjects, may, to 
ſome, appear to have been unneceſſary. The ar- 
guments made uſe of tor the ſupport of the chriſtian 
cauſe are very general; and little can be advanced 
on that head which has any juſt claim to originality. 
Fabricius has reckoned up ſome hundreds who have 
employed their pens in defence of revealed re- 
ligion; and many able writers, ſince his time, have 
exerted their abilities with great ſuccels, in the ſame 
way. 

But infidelity is now making a moſt alarming pro- 
greſs ; and the author will think himſelf happy, if, 
through the divine bleſſing, lus feeble eſſorts may 
be the means of eſtabliſhing any in the faith, who 
have not the opportunity of conſulting larger works; 
or of confirming any in that regard tor the bleſſed 
goſpel, which will be the belt preſervative againſt 
the baneful inſluence of the errors, the blalphemies, 
and the other abominations of the licentious age in 
which we hve. 
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On a late public occaſion, the author delivered 
a diſcourſe on the Evidences of Chriſtianity, from 
the words of king Agr:ippa to Paul, Almoſt thou 
perſuadeſt me to be a » 0 coal The miniſters, and 
ſome others preſent, requeſted its publication, leav- 
ing him, however, at full liberty to enlarge and 
improve his plan at his own diſcretion. In com- 
pliance with this ſolicitation, after having con— 
ſulted many volumes on the . ſubject, he has, in 
addition to his own, adopted, without ſcruple, ſuch 
thoughts and expreſſions as appeared to him molt 
itriking and concluſive, It will be of little con- 
ſequence to the writer, though he ſhould be 
condemned on this account for barrenneſs of 
thought, or poverty of genius, provided the argu- 
ments made uſe of are ſolid and ſubſtantial in them- 
ſelves, and may ſerve to ſettle the judgment, in- 
tereſt the heart, and influence the life of any reader. 
The cauſe has been clearly and fully handled by a 
variety of authors of late; and the idle, trifling, 
profane and blaſphemous attacks of its enemies, 
coolly and judiciouſly repelled ; eſpecially by Dr. 
atſon, whole excellent Apology for the Bible, 
as he modeſtly calls it, has already been of very 
great ſervice to many, and, it is hoped, will be 
read with advantage by many more. May the di- 
vine bleſſing attend his ſervants in all their labours, 
whether great or ſmall, for the ſpiritual and eternal 
profit of immortal ſouls ! 

The plan of this treatiſe is as follows: Evi- 
dences which might rationally be expetted in fa- 
vour of chriſtianity.— The evidence ariſing from 
tie credibility of what is contained in the ſ{crip- 
tures, and from the characters and qualifications of 
{ome of the writers of them. The evidence ariſing 
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from the concurring teſtimony of heathen writers, — 
The evidence ariſing from the prevalence of the 
cauſe, amidſt great oppoſition, though promoted 
by means which in themſelves might appear in- 
adequate. — The evidence ariſing from the perle- 
cution which the primitive chriſtians endured for 
their religion. —Concluding remarks, 
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CHAP. I. 


Evidences which might rationally be expected in 
Favour of Chriſhamty. 


HOSE perſons who never ſet themſelves 
heartily and in earneſt to inquire into the truth 
of chriſtianity ; thoſe who ſecretly wiſh it may not 
be true; and thoſe who are leſs attentive to evi— 
dence than to difficulties, and regard objections 
more than what is ſaid in anſwer to them, cannot 
be thought in a likely way to diſcern the ſtrength 
of thoſe arguments which are made uſe of in ſup- 
port of the cauſe. There is, without doubt, great 
propriety in what the gracious Redeemer has ſaid, 
It any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak 
ot myſelf.” A mind open to convittion is of great 
importance. 

Let me entreat the reader, when he takes up this 
little tract into his hands, to conſider within him- 
ſelf, what evidences of the truth of chriſtianity he 
could wiſh to have. If he cannot ſuddenly anſwer 
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that inquiry, let him ſtop, and deliberate upon it. 
Let him conſult his books; let him aſk his triends. 
Let him make his demands as large and extenſive 
as he can. And whatever rational evidence he may 
be pleaſed to require, I flatter myſelf it may be 
given him. The glorious Author of our being, 
on a ſubject of ſuch moment as this, has been gra- 
cioully pleaſed to afford us all the credentials which 
we can, in reaſon, expect, or even deſire. The 
reader's ſerious attention is requeſted to the follow- 
ing particulars. 


In a revelation which comes from God to men, 
it might perhaps be reaſonable to expett ſome ac- 
count of the original formation of that world in 
which we find ourſelves placed. The wiſeſt hea- 
thens were utterly at a loſs on this ſubject. They 
could not determine how the univerſe came into 
exiſtence, whether it were by chance, or by a 
concourſe of atoms jumbled together juſt as it hap- 
pened; or whether it were not eternal and ſelf-ex- 
iſtent. But no ſooner do we open the Bible than 
we meet with ſufſicient information reſpecting this. 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth, By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made, and all the hoſt of them by the breath of his 
mouth.” He had but to ſpeak, and it was done, 
to give commandment, and it was eſtabliſhed. 
Let there be light, and there was light; let there be 
a irmament, and there was a firmament;“ let there 
be a world, and the world, with its vaſt variety of 
furniture, decorations and ornaments, roſe into ex- 
iſtence. It appears, however, that a conſultation 
was held in heaven, reſpecting the formation ot. 

man, 
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man, who was to be lord of the creation. * Let 
us,” ſaid the Father to his Eternal Son and Holy 
Spirit, who with him are the one true and living 
God, the objett of all worſhip and obedience, * let 
us make man in our image, after our likeneſs. 
So God created man in his own image; which 
certainly muſt imply intelligence, rectitude and pu- 
rity; “ in the image of God created he him, male 
and female created he them.” 

It 1s reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that in a revelation 
of the divine will to man, we ſhould find ſome 
account of the origin of evil. This has long been 
a ſubject of inquiry and diſputation in the ſchools 
of philoſophy. It has been aſked again and again, 
For what reaſon is it, that human lite is filled with 
ſuch a vaſt variety oof afflictions and miſeries? Why 
is the only thinking being on this globe doomed to 
paſs his time, from youth to old age, either in fear- 
ing or ſuflering calamities ? 

If the mere light of nature, if what is called phi- 
loſophy can give no ſatisfactory anſwer to theſe in- 
quiries, it is to be ſu ppoſed, that the divine book 
in which God himſelf; is repreſented as unfolding 
his whole mind to his creature man, muſt furniſh 
out the needful information. And ſo indeed it 
does. It teaches us, that though the original ſtate 
of man was a ſtate of i innocence, and, by juſt con- 
ſequence, a ſtate of happineſs, yet now 1t 15 other- 
wiſe, Man apoſtatiſed from his Maker, and fin 
and miſery were produced together. 

Take in the whole of the proſpett, ſays a mo- 
dern writer, * view man in every age, . climate, 


and nation; in every condition and period of ſo- 
ciety. 


* Mr. Wilberforce. 
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ciety. Where now do vou diſcover the characters 
of his exalted nature? How is the gold bec me 
dim, and the fine gold ch: ngen! "os How i is his reaſon 
clouded ? How are his ailections perverted, how is 
his conſcience ſtupified ! How do anger, and envy, 
and hatred, and revenge ſpring up in his wretched 
boſom ! How is he enflaved to the meaenel! of his 
appetites! What fatal propenſities does he diſcover 
to evil! What inaptitude to goo!!! 

Dwell awhile on the {tate of the ancient world ; 
not merely on that benig ted part of it, where all 
lay buried in brutiſh ignorance and barbariſm, but 
on the ſeats of civilized and poliſhed nations, on the 
empire of taſte, and learning, and philoſophy ; yet in 
theſe choſen regions, with whatever luſtie the ſun 
of ſcience poured forth its rays, the moral dark- 
neſs was ſo thick that * it might be felt.” Behold 
their ſottiſh idolatries, their abſurd ſuperſtitions, 
their want of natural en their brutal exceſſes, 
their unfeeling oppreſſion, their ſavage cruelty ! 
Look not to the illiterate and the vulgar, but to the 
learned and refined. Form not your ideas from 
the conduct of the leſs reſtrained and more licen- 
tious; you will turn away with diſguſt and ſhame 
from the allowed and familiar habits of the decent 
and the moral. St. Paul beſt ſtates the facts, and 
furniſhes the explanation; © Becauſe they did not 
like to retain God in their knowledge, he gave 
them over to a reprobate mind.” 

But you give up the heathen nations as indefen- 
ſible, and wiſh rather to form your eſtimate of man 
from a view of countries which have been bleſled 
with the light of revelation. 

True it is, and with joy let us record the con- 
ceſſion, chriſtianity has ſet the general tone of 
morals 
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morals much higher than it was ever known in the 
pagan world. She has every where improved the 
character, and multiplied the comforts of ſociety, 
particularly to the poor and the weak, whom from 
the beginning ſhe profeſſed to take under her pa- 
tronage. Like her divine Author, who ſends 
his rain on the evil and on the good,” ſhe ſhowers 
down unnumbered bleſſings on thouſands who pro- 
fit from her bounty, while they forget or deny her 
power, and ſet at nought her authority. Yet even 
in this more favoured ſituation, we ſhall diſcover 
too many lamentable proofs of the depravity of 
man. Nay, this depravity will now become even 
more apparent, and leſs deniable. 

For what bars does it not now overleap ? Over 
what motives is it not now victorious? Conſider 
well the ſuperior light and advantages which we 
enjoy, and then appreciate the ſuperior obligations 
which are impoſed on us. Conſider in now. many 
caſes our evil propenſities are now kept from break. 
ing forth, by the ſuperior reſtraints under which 
vice 1s laid by poſitive laws, and by the amended 
ſtandard of public opinion.“ 


Man is then brought, by his own dreadful apoſ- 


taſy, into a ſtate of ſin and miſery. Of this we have 
the fulleſt and cleareſt account in the ſcriptures, 
and this account is confirmed by matter of fact; 
by what we feel in ourſelves and every where ſee 
in others. We were ſhapen in 1niquity, and 
conceived in fin. We are all as an unclean thing. 
We are by nature children of wrath. We our- 
ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, de- 
ceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 
God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in 

the 
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the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.” Such 1s 
the picture of human nature in its preſent depraved 
ſtate, exhibited in various parts of the ſacred vo- 
ume. Hence that deluge of crimes, and the con- 
ſequent train of miſeries, afflictions and calamities 
with which the world 1s overſpread in every part, 


and at every period of time. 


It may appear ſtrange to ſome, that this humilia- 
ting view of the human race fhould be introduced 
on the preſent occaſion. * What relation,” it may 
be ſaid, *© has all this to the ſubjett under conſidera- 
tion?' To which I anſwer, The gurlt and miſe 
of mankind alone could make ſuch a ſyſtem . 
ſary as that for which we plead ; nor can the ſuita- 
bleneſs and propriety of that fyſtem be underſtood, 
without ſome knowledge of the lapſed and ruined 
ſtate of man. The goſpel is glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion to thoſe who have deſtroyed themlelves, and 
are utterly helpleſs. I therefore conſider the large 
and particular account of the guilt and miſery of 
mankind, given us in the ſcriptures, and confirmed 
by experience and matter of fact, as one evidence 
of the truth of chriſtianity. Every doctrine of the 
goſpel ſuppoſes what we have been briefly ſtating. 
The whole economy of redemption implies, that 
there was an abſolute neceſſity tor ſuch a remedy. 
I theretore add, 

It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that in a revelation of 
God to men, ſome early intimations ſhould be 
given of a method of recovery. And no ſooner 
had the parent of the human race involved himſelf 
and his poſterity in guilt and miſery, than a gracious 
declaration was given, relating to a happy reſtara- 
tion, by the ſced of the woman, who ſhould bruiſe 4 

er- 
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ſerpent's head. This declaration was myſterious, 
but clearer diſcoveries were gradually made to the 
patriarchs and the prophets ; till at Jaſl, the inſpired 
writers ſpoke of the coming Nleſſiah in terms fo 
ſtrong, lively and deſcriptive, that they might ſeem 
almolt to have beheld him with their eyes, and been 
witnellcs to his tranſactions, 

The time of his coming was ſignified in ſeveral 
ancient predictions, Ile was to make his appear- 
ance before the government ceaſed in the tribe of 
Fudah, while the ſecond temple was ſtanding, and 
a little before its deſtruction. Daniel's prophecy 
of ſeventy weeks of years fixed the period of this 
mighty Deliverer's advent. Four hundred and 
' ninety years after the commandment was given to 
build 7eru/alem, this great event was to take place. 
This command was iſfued out in the ſeventh year 
of Artaxerxes Longimanus, or at leaſt very near 
that period, 

It was foretold that he ſhould be of the ſeed of 
Abraham ; that he ſhould be born of a virgin; * a 
virgin ſhall conceive and bring forth a Son, and 
ſhall call his name Immanuel.” He ſhould be of 
the houſe of David, and the place of his hirth ſhould 
be Bethlehem ; which name ſignifies, the houſe of 
bread. It was predicted, that on account of his 
low and mean appearance he ſhould be deſpiſed, 
rejected and inſulted by the — 

Yet the dignity of his perſon was clearly fignified 
in prophecy. His name ſhall be called Won- 
derful, Counſellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
laſting Father, The Prince of Peace.” The 
ofhces he ſuſlains were pointed out; “ a prophet 
ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you ;—him 
mall ye hear in all things which he ſhall ſay unto 
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you. A king ſhall reign in righteouſneſs. Thou 
art a pneſt for ever after the order of Melchi/edec.” 

The ſufferings he ſhould undergo were particu- 
larly foretold. He ſhould be wounded, bruiſed, 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God and afflicted. He ſhould 
be brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and be dumb 
as a ſheep before her ſhearers. He was to give 
his back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair, and not to hide his face from 
ſhame and ſpitting. His hands and his feet were to 
be pierced. Gall and vinegar were to be preſented 
to him. His garments were to be parted among 
the ſoldiers, and a lot caſt for his veſture. He 
ſhould make his grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in his death; which intended his being 
crucified between two thieves, and buried in a rich 
man's tomb. His ſide was to be pierced on the 
croſs, but none of his bones were to be broken. 

It was foretold that he ſhould riſe again from the 
dead, and not ſee corruption; that he ſhould be re- 
ceived up to heaven, and there ſeated at the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high, till all his enemies be 
made his footſtool; that he ſhould pour forth his 
Spirit on his followers, and give great ſucceſs to 
the labours of his miniſters; ſo that though the eus 
ſhould perſiſt in their unbelief, the Gentiles ſhould 
be brought to the knowledge of his ſalvation. 

With what punRtuality and exactneſs all theſe 
rediftions received their accompliſhment, in the 
Pirth, the life, the ſufferings, the death, reſurrec- 
tion and aſcenſion of Jeſus, needs not be told. 


Every one who carefully peruſes the New Teſta- 


ment muſt obſerve it. The evangeliſts conſtantly 
remind us of what was foretold concerning Jeſus, 
and how it was fulfilled, , 
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It 1s reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſome means 
ſhould be uſed to keep the promiled Saviour in 
view, before the period of his actual appearance on 
earth. And we hind wondertul proviſion made for 
this purpoſe through the whole ceconviny of the 
former diſpenſation, to keep the faith and hope of 
the Old Teſtament ſaints alive, reſpecting the glo— 
rious redemption to be obtained by the Meſſiah. 

The inſtitution of the paſchal lamb had a parti- 
cular reference to him who is the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the ſin of the world. By the 
morning and evening ſacrifices the Redeemer was 
every day held forth to the people, as one who 
ſhould come in the end of the world to put away 
ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelt. To what purpole 
was the ſlaying of ſo many thouſand victims, the 
ſhedding of ſo much blood, and the burning of ſo 
much fleſh, but to point out the atonement which 
was to be made by him, whoſe blood cleanſeth 
from all ſin, and without the ſhedding of which 
there would have been no remiſſion? Thele were 
ſhadows of things to come, but the body 1s Chriſt, 

The Jewiſh prieſthood itſelf was typical of Chriſt. 
Almoſt every thing under that diſpenſation was fig- 
nificant of that eternal redemption which was to be 
obtained for us. The eating of blood was ſolemnly 
prohibited, becauſe it is the price of the ſoul. The 
!1n-offerings, the peace-offerings, the great day of 
atonement, the year of jubilee, and all the legal 
purifications to be daily and conſtantly obſerved, 
were wiſely and graciouſly ordained for the pur- 
poles mentioned above. Without this reference, 
they were inſignificant and unmeaning ſervices; _ 
but as by them the goſpel and its glorious bleſſings 
were held forth to the penitent and believing 1/rael- 
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ztes, they were wiſe, ſuitable and gracious inſtitu— 
tions, and ev ery way worthy of him who ordained 
nem. 

It might perhaps be reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
God would give ſome teltimony trom heaven of 
the truth of that religion which it was his will to 
eſtabliſh in the world. And this we find was ac— 
tually the caſe. The Almighty afforded to his an- 
cient profefiing people repeated and redoubled in- 
dications, that their religion was trom him. Such 
were the wonders frequently wrought among them; 
their Urim and Thummim ; their frequent oracles ; 
their {ucceſhon-ot prophets, whole predictions re- 
{petting the cus themſelves, and the neighbouring 
nations, were continually fulfilling betore their 
eves. | 

Of miracles, the number was great; in Egypt, 
at the Red Sa, and through the wilderneſs. The 
manna, the cloudy pillar, and the water which 
flowed from the ſmitten rock, to ſupply their 
thirſty tribes in all their wanderings, were conſtant 
miracles, in which the hand of Omnipotence was 
moſt apparent. For the revival of the declining 
cauſe of religion, many years after, God raiſed up 
his ſervants Elijah and Eliſha, and wrought many 
wonders by them. Were not all theſe inſtances ſo 
many evidences of the truth of that revclation on 
which the golpel ſyſtem is founded ? 

It might be ſuppoſed. that as the time was fixed 
in prophecy for the Saviour's appearance, his com- 
ing would be expected. And ſo we find it was. 

When the time of his emrance on the ſtage of 
the world drew nigh, there was a general expecta- 
tion among the Fews of his coming. The pious 
and faithful wanted for the conſolation of HVrael, 

| looked 
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looked for redemption in Jeruſalem, and thouglx 
that the kingdom of God ſhould immediately ap- 
pear. Some of the chief prieſts and ſcribes were 
of this number; for when. von the Baptiſt entered 
on his miniſtry, the 7ews ſent prieſts and Levites 
to aſk him, whether he were the Chriſt. Even tle 
woman of. Samaria, though ſhe belonged to a 
people with whom the Jews had no deilings, yo! 
ſaid, © I know that Mellias cometh, wao is called 
Chriſt ; when he is come, he will tell us-all things. 
Jeſus ſaid unto her, 1 that fpeak unto thee am he.” 
The preaching of his harbinger was of ſo divine a 
nature, that all men muled in their hearts Whether 
he were the Chriſt or not. And when Jelus 
had performed a varicty of miracles, Which ev!- 
dently beſpoke the exertion of Omnipotence, the 
queſtion was propoled by ſome of the. people, 
© When Chriſt cometh, will he do more miracles 
than this man hath done? The coming of the A 
was made an exprels article of the Zewiſk faith; 
the hope of his appearance was propagated from 


father to ſon; and the denial of it was deemed a 


moſt dangerous hereſy, and a virtual renunciation 
of the authority and truth of the law of Mofes. 

It is evident alſo, from many authentic records, 
that in the eaſtern part of the world, and among 
the Romans, there was a notion, that ſome extra- 
ordinary perſon ſhould ariſe, and rule the earth. 

It might be expected, that the coming of this 
glorious perſon would be marked out with ſome 
wonderful events.. The goſpel hiſtory informs us 
that this was the caſe. A meſſenger from God was 
ſent before him, to proclaim his approach. Of this 
meſſenger the prophet: 1/azah thus ſpoke, many 
hundreds of years before he made his appearance. 
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The voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight in 
the deſert a high-way for our God. And the glory 
of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee 
it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it. When the Eaſtern monarchs travelled, har- 
bingers went before, to give notice that they were 
upon the road. Proper perſons were employed 
to remove obſtacles, and prepare their way. In like 
manner, when the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords is going to make his public appearance, his 
way muſt be prepared. Mountains of difficulty 
muſt be levelled into plains before him, and vallies 
muſt be filled up. The crooked ways muſt be made 
{lraignt, and the rough places plain. 

An angel is commiſhoned from heaven to give 
imelligence to the virgin, of the conception and 
birth of him whoſe name ſhould be called JESUS, 
becauſe he ſhould ſave his people from their ſins. 
Joſepli was alſo favoured with the like information, 
perhaps by the ſame meſſenger. When the Re- 
deemer was born, there were ſhepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night, 
and probably, at the ſame time, employed in divine 
contemplation, or in edifying diſcourſe concerning 
the redemption of Ifrael ; for they that feared the 
Lord ſpake often one to another of this great event; 
and the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him. Lo! the angel of God came upon them, 
and the glory of the Moſt High ſhone round about 
them. And the angel ſaid unto them, Fear not; 
for behold 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which ſhall be to all people. For unto you 1s born 
this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Chriſt the Lord. And ſuddenly there was with 

the 
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the angel a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing 
God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, 
and on earth peace, good-will towards men. 

An unuſual ſtar appeared in the heavens, to give 
intimation to the Eaſtern ſages that the Sun of 
righteouſneſs was going to ariſe, They knew the 
ſign, and guided by it to the place where the Prince 
of life was born, they came to pay their adorations 
to him, and to preſent their gilts of gold, frankin- 
cenſe and myrrh. 

Such were the circumſtances which ſignalized 
this long-expected and moſt important of all events, 
the birth of Immanuel ; and ſuch the preparations 
made for his public appearance in the world. Nor 
ſhould we forget what took place at his baptiſin. 
% For Jeſus, when he was baptized, went up 
ſtraightway out of the water; and lo! the heavens 
were opened unto him, and yon ſaw the Spirit 
of God deſcending, like a dove, and lighting upon 
him. And lo! a voice from heaven ſaying, This 
15 my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” 
Thus the Author of chriſtianity was diſtinguiſhed, 
on his entrance into the world, with the molt une- 
quivocal atteſtations of Heaven. 

We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that this divine 
Saviour ſhould appear in all the beauty of unſpotted 
purity and holineſs. And ſo he did. But though 
I am charmed with the amiablenels of his charatter, 
I feel myſelf unable tully to deſcribe it. He was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from fin- 
ners. Love, meekneſs, patience, condeſcenſion 
and humility ſhone with the brighteſt luſtre through 
his life, in his ſufferings, and at his death. His 
Father's honour touched his heart, and zeal for 
his houſe, his laws and his worſhip, to uſe the em- 
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phatical language of ſcripture, did even eat him 
up. What diligence, what fervour of devotion, 
what contempt of the world, what compaſhon for 
the miſeries of mankind, and what unwearicd ac- 
tivity in relieving them, were apparent in his whole 
conduct! His days were ſpent in giving to the 
ignorant the inſtruction of life, and in healing all 
that were diſeaſed ; theſe were frequently ſucceeded 
by whole nights of interceſſion, ſupplication and 
thanbſgiving. No defect, no failing, no impro— 
priety was ever found in any part of his conduct. 
It we examine his whole life with the exacteſt ſcru- 
tiny, from his poor manger to his bitter croſs, we 
ſhall find that the law of his God was in his heart, 
and that none of his ſteps did flide. To his bit- 
tereſt enemies he could ſay, Which of you con- 
vinceth me of fin?” | 

Go, ſays Dr. Sherlock, © go to your natural 
religion; lay before her Mahomet and his diſciples, 
arrayed in armour and blood, riding in triumph 
over the ſpoils of thouſands who fell by his victo- 
rious ſword. Shew her the cities which he ſet in 
flames, the countries which he ravaged and de- 
ſtroyed, and the miſerable diſtreſs of all the inha- 
bitants of che earth. When ſhe has viewed him 
in this ſcene, carry her into his retirement; ſhew 
her the prophet's chamber ; his concubines and his 
wives, and let her hear him allege revelation, and 


a divine commiſſion, to juſtify his adultery and luſt. 


When ſhe is tired with this proſpett, then ſhew 
her the bleſſed Jeſus, humble and meek, doing 
good to all the ſons of men. Let her ſee him in 
his moſt retired privacies; let her follow him to 
the mount, and hear his devotions and ſupplications 
to his Father. Carry her to his table to view his 
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oor fare; and hear his heavenly diſcourſe. Let 
E MALE him to the tribunal, and conſider the 
patience with which he endured the ſcofls and re- 

roaches of his enemies. Lead her to his croſs; 
fon her view him in the *agony of death, and heir 
his laſt prayer for his perſecntors — Father, forgroe 
them, for they know not what they do! When na- 
tural religion has thus viewed both, aſk her, Which 
is the prophet of God? But her anſwer we have 
already had, when ſhe ſaw part of this ſcene, 
through the eyes of the Centurion, who aa ed 
at the croſs. By lum fhe ſpoke, and ſaid, Truly 
this man was the Son of God.” 

It may be ſuppoled that the Redeemer's miſſion 
would be = by miracles. And the hiſtory 
of our Lord's public life will give us ample fatis- 
faction on this head. He conſtantly appealed to 
his works, as convincing proofs of his being the pro- 
miſled Meſſiah. «FI I do not the works of my Fa- 
ther, believe me not.” 

He gave ſight to thoſe whoſe benighted eyes had 
never beheld the cheering light of day. The dumb, 
at his command, opened their joytul lips to ſpeak 
his praiſe, and tell of his ſalvation. He unſtopped 
the deaf ear, to hear the words of everlaſting life 
from his mouth. He cauſed the lame man to leap 
as an hart, in tranſports of joy and gratitude. 
The leper, by his touch, was perfettly cleanſed, 
and delivered from every ſymptom of his loath- 
ſome diſeaſe. Diſtempers indeed, of every kind, 
which mocked the force of medicine: and paffled 
the {kill of the ableſt phyſicians, fled at his rebuke. 
Diſeaſes which were blended with the earlieſt ſeeds 
of life, and rivetted 1a the very conſtitution by 
long continuance, were effeCtually eradicated; and 

that 
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that not by tedious applications, painful operations, 
or expenſive preſcriptions ; but in the twinkling of 
an eye, by a word from his lips, a touch from his 
hand, or even by the bare act of his will. In- 
fances of this kind were not few and rare; but 
almoſt without number. The whole of his public 
miniſtry was filled up with an unintermitted ſeries of 
thoſe healing miracles, the leaſt of which was 
enough to demonſtrate his eternal power and god- 
head. 

Bread was multiplied in the hands of him who 
is himſelt the bread of life. And when many 
thouſands of hungry men had been fed and ſatisfied, 
much more was left tian what was furniſhed at the 
beginning of the repaſt. 

He walked ſerenely on tlie waves of the ſea, as 
on 'a pavement of marble. When the ſwelling 
ſurges raged horriblv, he ſpoke their moſt tem- 
peſtuous agitations into perfect ſtillneſs. The 
boiſterous winds heard his awful voice, and in— 
ſtantly obeyed their Sovereign's word. They were 
huſhed into perfect ſilence, and there was a great 
calm. 

He diſplayed his omnipotence in reſpect to thoſe 
malignant beings, the Devils and his angels. At 
his command, they abandoned their conqueſts, and 
relinquiſhed their habitations. They owned his 
ſway, and were conſtrained to cry, We know 
thee who thou art, thou Holy One of God; we be- 
ſeech thee, torment us not.” Whole legions of 
theſe "Wk and indignant ſpirits were diſpoſſeſſed 
by him, and driven to ſeek reſt in deſert places, or 


permitted to ſpend their rage on the moſt ſordid 
brutes. 


He 
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He raiſed the dead to life again. He opened 
the eyes, which, according to the courſe of nature, 
had been ſealed in everlaſting night. The heart, 
which had forgot its vital motion, at his command, 
reſumed its former active ſpring. The crimfon 
current, which was not only congealed by the cold 
hand of death, but changed to putrefaction, at his 
order began its wonderful circulation afreſh through 
every vein. The departed ſoul, which had entered 
the regions of the inviſible world, at the Redeemer's 
ſignal, returned to its tenement of clay. 

When inquiry was made of him by tue diſciples 
of John, © Art thou he that ſhould come, or do we 
look for another?“ He referred them to his works. 
Go and ſhew John again thoſe things that ye 
do hear and ſee: the blind receive their fight, and 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raiſed up, and the poor have the 
goſpel preached to them. And bleſſed is he who- 
{oever {hall not be offended in me.” 

Theſe miracles were wrought in a public man- 
ner, before enemies and unbelievers; without an 
air of pride, vanity or oſtentation, or the moſt öl 
tant proſpect of obtaining worldly advantage.— 
They were performed in confirmation of doctrines 
the moſt intereſting to mankind; they were very 
numerous; their effects were not tranſient, but 
permanent, and might be reviewed, and re- exa- 
mined; as in the caſes of thoſe who were cured of 
dreadful diſeaſes, and of thoſe who were raiſed 
from the dead.“ They had nothing ſantaſtical or 


cruel 


* Quadratus, who lived in the ſame age with Po- 


lycarp, a diſciple of John the Divine, has left us 


the following remarkable teſtimony : 
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cruel in them, but were all acts of kindneſs, mercy, 
or beneficence. They were ſuch as the prophets 
had foretold that the Meſhah ſhould perform. And, 
in a word, they were ſigniticant, and expreſſive of 
the deſign of the Redeemer's coming imo the 
world; which was to deliver us from the power 
and dominion of the prince of darkitels; to give 
ſaving inftruftion to thoſe who have been blinded 
by ſin and the god of this world; to raiſe us from 
a death in fin, to a divine and {piritual life; to cure 
| our ſouls of the leproſy of uncleanneſs, and of all 
it the other maladies which fin has intcoduced into 
the various powers of our minds, that we may de- 
vote our whole ſelves, and our whole lives to the 
ſervice and honour of God, in the molt vigorous, 
| cheartul, thankful and attive manner. 

| We may reaſonably expett to find this Divine 
I | Meſſenger engaged in revealing his Father's will 

| to mankind. And on the fliguteſt review of the 

| goſpel hiſtory, we find that Jeſus was thus em- 
ployed from his entrance on his public lite, to his 
finiſhing it, on the croſs. He, was the great pro- 
phet raiſed up like unto Mojes, whom the people 
were to hear in all things that he ſhould ſay unto 
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them. He preached conſtantly to them, declaring 
L the whole will of God to the ſons of men. He 
= could make his appeal to the Father, I have 
= preached 


| The works of our Saviour were always conſpi- 
cuous, for they were real; both on thoſe that were 
healed and on thole that were raiſed from the dead: 
who were ſeen, not only when they were healed or 
raiſed, but for a long time afterwards. Not only 
whilſt he dwelt on this earth, but alſo after his de- 
parture, yea, for a good while after it; inſomuch 
that ſome of them have reached to our times,” 
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preached righteouſneſs in the great congregation, 
Lo! I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou 
knoweſt, I have not hid thy righteouſneſs within 
my heart. I have declared thy faithfulneſs, and 
thy ſalvation. I have not concealed thy loving- 
kindneſs and thy truth from the great congrega- 
tion.“ 

In the temple, in the ſynagogues, in the ſtreets, 
in ſhips, in the wilderneſs, and on the mountains, 
he daily preached the goſpel of the kingdom. He 
opened the law in its extent and ſpirituality, as 
we lee in his ſermon on the mount. He preached 
the joytul tidings of a. glorious ſalvation from fin, 
guilt, condemnation and miſery, by his death. 
As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs 
ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up, that wholo- 
ever believętb in him ſthou'd not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. For the Son of man came not to 
be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give 
his lite a ranſom for many.” He conſidered the 
people as his flock, and ted them with a ſhepherd's 
care, gathering the lambs with his arm, carrying 
them in his boſom, and gently leading thoſe that 
are With young. © Come unto me,” ſaid he,“ all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt. Him that cometh to me, I will in 
no wile caſt out.“ 

He exerciſed the moſt tender compaſſion to the 
weak and the feeble, not breaking the bruiſed reed, 
nor quenching the ſmoking flax; but ſtrengthening 
the weak hands, and confirming the feeble knees. 
The Spirit of the Lord God was upon him, becauſe 
the Lord had anointed him to preach good tidings 
to the meek. He had ſent him to bind up the bro- 
ken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, to 

open 
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open the priſon to them that are bound, to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and to comlort all 
that mourn. The people wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth, and ex- 
claimed, Never man ſpake like this man.“ The 
apoſtle tells the Hebrews, that God, who, at ſundry 
times, and in divers m...ners, ſpake in times paſt 
unto the fathers, by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom alſo he 
made the worlds. The Author of our religion 
taught it with his own mouth, and made known 
the will of his Father to men. 

We may probably ſuppoſe, that this Divine 
Meſſenger would give tarther proofs of his being 
the true Meſſiah by foretelling future events. It 
we expect this kind of evidence, we are not dilap- 
pomted. The bleſſed Redeemer clearly forctold 
remote contingencies, and diſcovered the ſecrets of 
futurity. The ſacred hiſtorians have recorded 
my inſtances of this. As the treaſon of Judas, 
the fall of Peter, and the timid flight of all the dil- 
ciples, in that gloomy night, when the Shepherd 
Was to be {mnten, and the ſheep ſcattered ; Jeſus 
exattly predicted all theſe circumſtances; together 
with the time and manner of his own death, the 
the term of his continuance in the grave, and his 
glorious reſurrettion, and triumphant aſcenſion into 
heaven. We find him alſo foretelling the divine 
inſpiration, the miſſion, the miraculous powers, 
and wonderful ſucceſs of his apoſtles. All theſe 
events took place as Jeſus had ſaid, and not one of } 


his-prophetic declarations failed of its accompliſh- 
ment. 
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F He particularly foretold the deſtruction of Zeru- 
ſalem by the Romans, the demolition of the temple, 
with the prodigies which preceded it, the tribula- 
tion which accompanied 1t, and the diſperſion of 
the Jeuiſi nation which followed upon it. Divine 
Providence ſo ordered it, that Zoſephus, a learned 
ew, who was an eye-witneſs of the amazing de- 

ſolation which was made on this occaſion, ſhould 
give a full and faithful narrative of the whole. 
What he records, we find to be an exact fulfilment 
of the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, 'and the 
twenty-firſt of Luke. Much might be ſaid con- 
cerning the prediftions of Jeſus reſpecting thoſe 
events which are now fulfilling before our eyes; as 
that the holy city, or the church, ſhall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gentzles 
be fulfilled. But I forbear. It is ſufhcient for 
my preſent purpoſe, to remark the prophecies of 
our Lord W the 7ews. 

Their temple, according to his prediction, was 
levelled to the ground; nor could the power and 
munificence of an Emperor, when exerciſed with 
a view to counteratt the Redeemer's prophecy, 
renew the ſtructure, or even remove the ruins of it, 
for the erection of another edifice. The eus were 
overtaken by the ſevereſt judgments of the Al- 
mighty, and the blood of him whom they had cru- 
cified, was revenged on their children, and their 
country; while, to the preſent period, they con- 
tinue to be the ſignal monuments of the truth of 
what he had ſaid concerning them. 

The Zew:ſk nation and government were de- 
ſtroyed in a manner, exactly conformable to the 
predictions of Chriſt. The people, who ſurvived 
the carnage, were carried away captive, and diſ- 
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perſed through the moſt diſtant countries; in which 
tate of diſperſion they remain unto this day, as ſo 
many living witneſſes of the truth of chriſtianity. 
While our hearts pity them on account of their 
blindneſs .and ſtupidity, we cannot but look on 
them with a kind of veneration. Wherever we 
ſee a Jew, we ſee an evidence of the truth of our 
holy religion. 

They remain ſtill a numerous people, united 
among themſelves, and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt 
of the world, as they were in the days of Mo/es, by 
the profeſſion of his law. They are every where 
looked upon in a manner which fully confirms the 
prophetic account given of their preſent {tate ſo 
many ages before; Thou {halt become an aſton- 
1hment, a proverb, and a by-word, among all na- 
tions whither the Lord ſhall lead thee.” Their con- 
tinuing in the circumſtances in which they are 
known to be from age to age, and in different parts 


ot the habitable globe, is little leſs than a ſtanding 
muracle, * 


Thus 


* We have now in the Jews, a people, who of all 
mankind can be the leaſt ſuſpected of partial favour 
towards us, lending their afſi!tance to ſupport the 
chriſtian cauſe ; and by the zeal which they ſhew for 
their law and their prophets, preſerving, with the 
moſt exatt fidelity, our evidences, and their own 
condemnation. Thoſe who rejcQed and crucified our 
Lord, being offended at him, are the ſame people with 
whom thoſe writings ſtill remain, which teſtify con- 
cerning him, and which affirm that he ſhould be re- 
jetted by them, as a rock of offence, Thus has their 
refuſal of him added an eminent mark to the truth of 
his credentials. He has been equally demonſtrated 
to be the Me ſſiah by the believing part of the Jewiſh 
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Thus, Jeſus delivered prophecies of events, which 
eternal wiſdom alone could foreſee, and which al- 
mighty power alone could bring to pals. From a 
ſyſtem of religion, authenticated by ſuch over- 
powering evidence, what unprejudiced inquirer 
can with-hold his afſent? Amongſt the numerous 
varieties of plans which have been propoſed to di- 
rect the belief, and influence the practice of man- 
kind, where ſhall we find a ſyſtem which can pre- 
tend to atte ſtations in any degree equal to thoſe we 
are now. mentioning ? Let the adverſaries of chril- 
tianity point out a religion that bears ſuch viſible 
impreſſions of an Almighty hand, ere they attempt 
to ſhake our faith in that which 1s our ſovereign, 
and our only ſupport, both in lite and death. 

It might be expetted, that according to the pre- 
dictions of the ancient prophets, the Saviour ot 
men ſhould ſuffer and die; that he ſhould give lus 
lite a ranſom for their ſouls; and that his death 
ſhould be atteaded with ſome extraordinary events. 
The goſpel hiſtory affords us ample fſatisfattion in 
theſe particulars. Jeſus had ſignified repeatedly 
what was the end of his coming ; that he was come 
not to be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to 
give his life a ranſom for many; that he was to lay 
down his life for the ſheep ; that he was to be lifted 
up upon the croſs, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

All length the ſolemn, the all-important period 
arrived when that great ſacrifice was to be olſered. 
C 2 the 


nation, who embraced him, and by the unbelieving, 
who deſpiled him; the one event, no leſs than the 
other, having been long before prophetically declared. 
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the efficacy of which reaches back to the firſt tranſ- 
greſſion of man, and extends forward, not only to 
the end of time, but perfetts for ever them that are 
ſanctified and ſaved by it. 

That guilt muſt be expiated by ſuſſering, is a ſen- 
timent which has prevailed more or leſs, in the 
minds of thinking men of every age and nation. 
On this principle all government is founded, that 
public juſtice requires compenſation for crimes. 
All forms of religion, whether among heathens, 
Fews or chriſtians, proceed upon the belief, that, 
in order to the pardon of the ſiuner, atonement muſt 
be made to the juſtice of the Governor of the world. 
Hence the vaſt variety of ſacrifices, offerings and 
expiations, which have been made in every corner 
of the earth. But the one ſacrifice which the great 
Redeemer offered for fin, 1s that alone through 
which we can be ſaved. Here we ſee the forfeit 
of guilt paid by a divine perſonage in our behalf. 
Through this we are emboldened to look up with 
humble confidence to the Judge of all, as merciful 
to the guilty, as pardoning 3 tranſgreſſion 


and ſin; and as doing this in conſi ſtency with juſ- 
tice and order. 


Behold, then, the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the fin of the world ! What was done legally 
by types, was in reality effefted by him. He was 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God and afflifted. He was 
wounded for our tranſgreſhons, he was bruiſed for 
our iniquities. He died, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God, See him agonizing 
in the — of Gethjemane; follow him to the 
court of Herod, to the judgment-hall of Pilate, and 
to the hill of Calvary. There ſee him nailed to 
the croſs, made a curſe for us, to redeem us from 
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the curſe of the law, and dying that we might live 
for ever. | 

By wonders in heaven, and wonders on earth, 
was this moſt intereſting of all events diſtin— 

uiſhed. * All nature ſeemed to feel it; and the 
dead and the living bore witneſs to its importance. 
The veil of the temple was rent in twain, The 
earth ſhook. There was darkneſs over all the land. 
The graves were opened, and many who ſlept arote 
and went into the holy city. Nor were theſe the 
only prodigies of this awful hour. The moſt har- 
dened hearts were ſubdued and changed. The 
judge, who, in order to gratify the multitude, pai- 
ſed ſentence upon Jeſus, publicly atteſted his inno- 
cence. The Roman centurion, who prelided at 
the execution, glorified God, and acknowledged 
the ſufferer to be more than man. Truly, ſaid he, 
this was the Son of God. 

The Zewnrſh maletattor, who was crucified with 
Jeſus, addreſſed him as the Lord of life and glory, 
and implored his favour. Even the crowd of 11- 
ſenſible ſpettators, who had come forth as to a 
common ſhow, and who had inſulted him with 
clamours and out-cries, returned home, ſmiting 
their breaſts. Look back on the heroes, the 
philoſophers, the legiſlators of old. View them in 
their laſt moments. Recal every circumſtance 
which diſtinguiſhed their departure from the world. 
Where can you find ſuch an aſſemblage of great 
events, as concurred at the death of Chriſt? Where, 
ſo many teſtimonies given to the dignity of the dy- 
ing perſon, by earth, and by heaven? Surely, chrif- 
C 3 _.,, tanity 


* Blair's ſermon, on the Death of Chriſt, 
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tianity bears the divine ſignature moſt viſibly upon 
it, in this, as well as in all other inſtances, 

It might be expected, that Jeſus would rife again 
from the dead, according to the ſcriptures, and that 
he would aſcend in triumph to his Father. And 
theſe facts are clearly and ſtrongly atteſted by the 
writers of the New Teſtament. In vain was the 
maſly ſtone rolled to the door of the ſepulchre; in 
vain was the ſeal aſhxed; in vain were the ſoldiers 
commanded to guard the ſacred place where the 
body of Jeſus was laid. At the appointed period, 
he burſt the bars of death, becauſe it was impoſſible 
for him to be holden of them. He was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, by his reſurrec- 
tion from the dead. The obſtinate eus put into 
the. mouths of the Roman guards the moſt abſurd 
ſtory that ever was invented. They ſuborned them 
by the promiſe of money to ſay, “ His diſciples 
came, while we ſlept, and ſtole him away.” They 
did not conſider that this ſtory confuted itſelf. 
For if the ſoldiers were all aſleep, they could not 
know what was doing in the mean time; and if any 
of them were awake, they would ſoon have alarmed 
the reſt, and prevented ſuch an attempt. 

The proots of the Redeemer's reſurrection are 
fo full and convincing, that the apoſtle Paul does 
not ſcruple to riſk the whole weight of the chriſ- 
tian cauſe upon the evidence of this ſingle fact, If 
Chrilt be not riſen, our preaching is vain, your 
faith is alſo vain, ye are yet in your fins. But now 
is Chriſt riſen from the dead and become the firſt 
fruits of them that ſlept.” 

Mr. Locke has reduced the higheſt proof of a mat- 
ter of fact, which depends upon teſtimony, to the 


following particulars. — A ſufficient number ot 
Wit- 
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— 
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witneſſes; the integrity of thoſe witneſſes; their 
{kill and underſtanding; their deſign ; and the con- 
ſiſtency of the parts and circumſtances of the rela- 
tion. Nothing can be more fair or more reaſonable 
than theſe rules of judging concerning the authen- 
ticity of any hiſtorical relation; and it will be 
found, on the ſtricteſt inquiry, that the proots of 
our Lord's reſurrection are conformable to them 
all. The witneſſes were numerous, they were 
every way qualified to give evidence in the caſe, 
they could have no inducement to impoſe on 
mankind, they had no motive or intereſt to incline 
them to falſify, nor could they poſſibly have ſuc- 
ceeded if they had made the attempt. To all which 
we may add, the God of truth has manifeſtly 
ſtamped their report with the ſanction of his own 
approbation. But there will be occaſion to ſay 
more of this hereafter. 

After Jeſus had ſhewn himſelf alive from the 
dead to many infallible witneſſes, he aſcended up 
on * leading captivity captive, and having re- 
ceived gifts for men, he entered triumphantly into 
the regions of glory, to appear in the preſence of 
God for us. 

It might be expected, that thoſe who were living 
witneſſes of all the Redeemer's tranſactions, and 
whom he had choſen for that purpoſe, ſhould teſtify 
theſe things openly to the world. And this they 
did, with the greateſt boldneſs and freedom, in the 
face of all dangers, amidſt tides of oppoſition, and 
torrents of rage, raiſed againſt them by all ranks of 
people. Obſerve the ſpirit, mark the language of 
tele champions in the chriſtian cauſe, Whether 
we ſhould not obey God rather than men, judge 
ye. We cannot but ſpeak the things we 

ave 
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have heard and ſeen.” As if they had ſaid, * Pre. 
pare your tortures, open your priſons, bring your 
chains and your ſcourges, utter your threatenings, 
invent new. methods of cruelty, do with us what 
you pleaſe, we mult not, we dare not be awed 
into ſilence; we cannot hold our peace.“ 

Soon after the day of Penteco/t, when ſome of 
them had been ſeized and threatened by the Sanre- 
drim, they were anointed with ſuch an effuſion of 
the Spirit, that the very houſe was ſhaken in which 
they were aſſembled to offer up their fervent devo- 
tions. Their prayers aſcended to the divine throne 
with acceptance, while they ſaid, reſpecting their 
oppoſers, Now, Lord, behold their threatenings ; 
and grant unto thy ſervants, that with all boldneſs 
they may ſpeak thy word.” They were afterwards 
led out of priſon by an angel, who ſaid to them, 
„Go, ſtand and ſpeak in the temple to the people, 
all the words of this life.” Implying, that the 
whole life and happineſs of men depended on their 
knowing and receiving this meſſage. They were 
obedient to the heavenly viſion, and ſpake the word 
of God with boldneſs. 

It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that theſe witneſſes of 
the Redeemer's tranſactions ſhould be qualified for 
the great work they had to do, and ſupported in it. 
Accordingly, we find it recorded in that excellent 
and uſeful book called The Ads of the Apoſtles, that, 
in a very few days after the aſcenſion of Jeſus into 
heaven, the Spirit of God was, in purſuance of his 
promiſe, poured out upon his diſciples in an abun- 
dant manner, attended with the vilible appearance 
of a lambent celeſtial lame. In conſequence of 
this amazing undction, the poor fiſhermen of Galilee, 
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and cheir companions, were in a moment enabled 


to ſpeak with the greateſt readineſs and propriety a 
variety of languages, the firſt rudiments of which 
they had never learned. 

The multitudes preſent were all amazed, and 
marvelled, ſaying one to another, * Behold, are 


not all theſe which ſpeak Galtleans? And how 


XZ hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein 
Ve were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Ela- 


mites, and the dwellers in Me/opotamia, and in 
Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Aſia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Libya about Cyrene, and ſtrangers of 
Rome, Jews and proſelytes, Cretes and Arabians ; 
we do hear them ſpeak, in our own tongues, the 
wonderful works of God.” This was neceſſary to 
fit them, according to their commiſhon, to preach 
the goſpel to every creature. 

The gift of tongues, though a very extraordina 
qualification, was far from being the only one which 
the apoſtles received on that memorable day. Th 
were every way amply furniſhed for the great — 
before them, and at all times afterwards divinely 
aſſiſted in it. The riſen Redeemer had ſaid to them, 
* Ye ſhall receive power, after that the — Ghoſt 


is come upon you; and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto 


me, both in 7eruſalem, and in Judea, and in Sa- 


maria, and unto the uttermoſt parts of the earth.“ 


When they were brought before rulers and kings, 
it was given to them, without premeditation, what 
they ſhould ſay, and what they ſhould ſpeak. 
When they addreſſed the multitudes who came to 
hear them, they ſpoke as the Spirit gave them ut- 
terance, They had power, in the name of Jeſus, 
to 
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to perform all kinds of miracles &, equal to thoſe | 
of their Maſter, and, as he had told them, in ſome |} 


circumſtances, ſuperior to them. Nor ſhould we 
here forget that ere power, of communi— 


cating to others the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, i 


by the impoſition of their hands. 


It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that theſe meſſengers i 
ſhould be ſucceſsful in their labours. And fo they 
were. The very firſt ſermon which was — 1 
after the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, converted if 


three thouſand of thoſe who, by wicked hands, had 
crucified and flain the Prince of life. At another 
time, we read of five thouſand ; and again of mul- 
titudes, both of men and women. Many of the 
pneſts were obedient to the faith. So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed. 

When the apoſtles delivered their teſtimony to 
the Gentiles, the word of the Lord ran, and was 


glorified, The heathen writers complained, that 


their idols were neglected, that their temples were 
deſerted, and that no man would buy the ſacrifices. 
All this ſucceſs attended the plain diſcourſes of a 
tew mean, unlearned fiſhermen; the Lord working 
with them, their teſtimony bore down the pride 
and the prejudices of the Jews, and prevailed over 

all 


The — when they began to preach the 
goſpel, declared that Jeſus was the Chriſt, the Sa- 
viour of the world; that he had done many mighty 
works; that. he was riſen from the dead, and had ſent 
them to preach remiſſion of ſins in his name among 
all nations, and to confirm the. truth of what they 
delivered, by figns and wonders and mighty deeds. 

By declaring this, they were under the neceſſity of 
working miracles, or of loſing credit among men. If 


they wrought no miracles, they confuted themſelves. 
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all the learning of Greece and Rome. So that, in a 
ſhort ſpace of time, they brought a great part of 
the world into ſubjection to the croſs of Chriſt. 
But the excellency of the power was of God, and 
not of men. 

g It muſt be allowed, that it is no abſolute proof of 
rs che favour and approbation of God, for any cauſe 
ey io become popular, and to be encouraged by a 
1 WF multitude of adherents. This, ſimply conſidered, 


d is not a determinate evidence of the truth of any 
d religious ſyſtem, as is plain from the caſe of Ma- 
r MW ont and his deluded followers. “ 

But in particular ſituations, and under peculiar 
e MW circumſtances, ſuch as thoſe already mentioned, 
7 the argument drawn from ſucceſs appears to me to 


have great weight. I mean in ſituations, where no 
human ſtrengih, art or genius could of itſelf have 
; WW prevailed; under circumſtances, where 1mpoſture 
could never have ſupported itſelf, amidſt the dan- 
gers and the obſtacles which viſibly ſtood in its 
Wav. 

With reſpett to the apoſtles of Chriſt, every 
thing around them wore an appearance dangerous 
to their perſons, and hoſtile to the cauſe in which 
they were embarked. In the execution of their 
office they had to contend with the jealouſy of 
power, and the oppoſition of authority. The deep- 
rooted prejudices, the favourite ſuperſtitions, and 
the darling vices of a corrupt world, united all 

their 


* It has been ſaid, that if we, at the preſent period, 
divide the known regions of the —— into thirty 
equal parts, the chriſtians will be found to be in poſ- 
leſſion of five, the Mahometans of fix, and the ido- 
laters of nineteen. | 
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their force to impede their progreſs. But every 
| mountain became a plain before them; becauſe 
| the work was of God, and no power of man could 
it withſtand it, The Spirit of the Moſt High inſpired 
their hearts with a confidence of ſucceſs, and his 
almighty arm gave them that ſucceſs. | 
We may alſo juſtly ſuppoſe, that the tidings which 
theſe meſſengers publiſhed, and the religion which 
they eſtabliſhed, ſhould have great power over the 
hearts and lives of thoſe who ſincerely embraced 
them. This is evident beyond all contradittion. 
The goſpel, as it was firſt preached by the apoſtles 
of Chriſt, turned men from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God. It was the 
2 of God to the ſalvation of every one who 
elieved, to the eu firſt, and alfo to the Gentile. 
The apoſtolic weapons of warfare were mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong holds; 
caſting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chriſt. 

The converts to chriſtianity became new crea- 
tures; old things with them paſſed away, and all 
things became new. Men of the moſt infamous 
character were waſhed and ſanctified by the blood 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
They put off the old man with his deeds, and put 
on the new. They caſt off the works of darkneſs, 
and put on the armour of light. Their hearts were 
detached from the world, and ſet on things above. 
They ſold their poſſeſſions, * and diſtributed to 


every 


9.6 This exceſs of generoſity, which caſt private 
Property into the public ſtock, was ſo far from being 


re- 
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every man as his neceſſities required. They were 
inflamed with love to God, to his Son Jeſus Chriſtg 
and to one another. The multitude of the dilciples 
were of one heart and of one foul. Their heathen 
neighbours were conſtrained to fay, * Sec how theſe 
chriſtians love one another.” Religion was their 


ch main buſineſs, and the ſolemn atts of devotion their 
*h delight. They continued in the apoſtles' dottrine 
1C and fellowſhip, in breaking bread and in prayers. 
2d Thoſe who believed came, and confeſſed, and 
n. ſhewed their deeds. Thoſe who had uſed curious 
es arts of magic and deception, brought their books 
d together, and burned them before all men: and 
e they counted the price of them, and tound it fifty 
0 thouſand pieces of ſilver.“ So mightily grew the 
word of God and prevailed. It wrought effettually 


in them that believed. Their works of faith, their 
labours of love, and their patience of hope were 
maniteſt unto all men. 

Now, compare with this any of thoſe religious 
> ſyſtems which men have deviſed, and you will in 
one moment perceive the amazing difference. That 
ſyſtem ot religion muſt be of God which effectually 
recovers loſt ſinners to himſelf, and rein ſtamps his 


| | 
bleſſed image on their fouls. And let it be remem- 
| bered, 


required by the apoſtles, or impoſed as a law of chril- 
tianity, that Peter reminds Ananias, that he had been 
guilty, in his behaviour, of an officious and voluntary 
prevarication, For whilſt, ſays he, thy eſtate re- 
mained unſold, “was it not thine own ? And after 
it was fold, was it not in thine own 5 vey 


Paley's View of the Evidences, &c. Vol. I. Page 71. 
* About ſix thouſand pounds ſterling. 
D 
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bered, that fo far as the goſpel ſtil] prevails, it 1s 
&nown to produce, in a meaſure, the very ſame 
elſects as at the beginbing. O that its power might 
be experienced, and its fruits brought forth, as in 
ancient days! This would beſt put to ſilence the 
ignorance of fooliſh men.“ 


It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a religion, of 
which God 1s the Author, ſhould ſecure due ho- 
nour to all his attributes and perfections. If the 
goſpel ſyſtem does not do this, and that more et- 
tefually than any other religious ſyſtem that ever 
| was 


* Archdeacon Patty juſtly obſerves, After men 
became chriſtians, much of their time was ſpent in 
22 and devotion, in religious meetings, in cele- 

rating the euchariſt, in conferences, in exhortations, 
in preaching, in an affectionate intercourſe with one 
another, and correſpondence with other ſocieties. 
Perhaps their mode of life, in its form and habit, was 
not very unlike that of the Unitas Fratrum, or that of 
modern Methodiſts. ie of the Evidence of Chriſtia- 
mty, Vol. I. Page 38. 

He adds, We know what the precepts of the re- 
ligion are; how pure, how benevolent, how diſin— 
tereſted a condutt they enjoin ; and that this purity 
and benevolence are extended to the very thoughts 
and affections. Men are brought to any thing al- 
molt {ſooner than to change their habit of life, eſpe- 
cially when the change 1s either inconvenient, or 
made againſt the force of natural inclination, or with 
the loſs of accuſtomed indulgences. It is the moſt 
difficult of all things to convert men from vicious 
habits to virtuous ones, as every one may judge from 

What he feels in himſelf, as well as from what he ſees 
in others. It is almoſt like making men over again.“ 
Yet this was done by that goſpel which, as has been 


remarked, is the power of God to ſalvation, to every 
one that believeth. 
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was propoſed to the attention of mankind, I am, 
tor my own part, willing to give it up. If the 
reader will allow me to expreſs my own feelings 
on this head, I muſt beg leave to ſay, that no ſyſtem, 
which is not honourable to God, at the ſame time 
that it affords ſuitable relief to man, in his lapſed 
and miſerable ſtate, will afford me any rational ſa- 
tisfaction. But from the cloſeſt examination of the 
chriſtian ſcheme, for more than forty years, I do 
ſincerely declare, that I think it, on every account, 
moſt worthy of all acceptation; and nothing en- 
dears it more to my own heart than this one con- 
ſideration, that it ſecures the higheſt honour to all 
the perfections of Him who is its Author. 

We ſee, in the ſacred ſcheme of chriſtianity, 
that a juſt and holy God, though determined to 
diſplay his mercy and unbounded grace, would 
do it only in ſuch a way as might eternally vindi— 
cate the honour of his law, demonſtrate the purity 
of his nature, and ſet forth the inviolable faithful 
neſs of his threatening word. | 

We conceive that the Moft High is infinitely 
wiſe; and we ſee his wiſdom ſhine through all his 
works. But no where have we ſo-ftriking a aif- 
play of it as in the ceconomy of our ſalvation. How 
wonderful was the contrivance which could har- 
monize in this vaſt deſign, the ſeemingly oppoſite 
claims of mercy and ot juſtice! Which could fa- 
tisfy, which could exalt, and magnify: both; caul- 
ing mercy and truth to meet together, righteouſneis 
and peace to embrace each other! Had puniſhment 
been inflicted on the ſinner in all its ſeverity, the 
glory of mercy had been obſcured. And, on the 
other hand, had the ſinner been pardoned without 
any penalty ſuſtained by himſelf or his ſubſtitute. 

— juſ. 
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juſtice had been ſet aſide, and, ſpeaking after the 


manner of men, one effential attribute of Deity 


would have triumphed over another. It 1s well ob- 
ſerved by a celebrated poet, that 


A God all mercy is a God unjuſt. 


But in the chriſtian ſcheme, mercy and juſtice 
are equally glorified. He who is its Author, and 
whoſe underſtanding is infinite, hath, in the plan of 
our ſalvation by the death of his Son, abounded to- 
wards us in all wiſdom and prudence. 

The apoſtle Paul tells us, that God ſet forth his 
Son for a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
with this expreſs deſign, that he might declare his 
righteouſneſs; might demonſtrate that vindictive 


juſtice, the eſſential character and principal office 


of Which is to puniſh ſin. Thus a holy God ſhews 
himſelf to be ſtrictly and inviolably righteous, in 
the adminiſtration of his government, even while 
he is the Julliher of him that believetli in Jeſus. 

In this method of diſpenſing grace, he ſecures the 
utmoſt reverence to his divine law, he declares his 
infinite. abhorrence of ſin, he ſtrikes the deepeſt 
terror on every perſevering ſinner, at the ſame time 
that he lays à ſolid foundation for the higheſt hope, 
in every penitent tranſgreſſor. The puniſhment in- 
flicted on condemned fouls in the internal regions 
is not fo awful a monument of the juſtice and ho- 
linels of God, as he hath given in the crucifixion 
ot his beloved Son. For if the Lord ſpared not 
him, when no fin was found in him, but only impu— 
ted to him, how much leſs will he ſpare the ſtubborn 
oftender himſelf, who obſtinately perſiſts in his re- 
belion ? Nothing ſo ſtrikingly ſets forth the horrid 


Ba- 
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nature of ſin, its execrable vileneſs and loathſume- 
neſs in the ſight of God; nothing ſpeaks ſuch ter- 
ror to thoſe who continue to trample on the juſt 
and holy laws of their Maker, did they but lay it 
to heart, as the ſhametul, the bitter, the accurſed 
death of the Prince of life, for our offences. 
The love, the grace and mercy of God are moſt 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed in the chriſtian ſyſtem. Par- 
don, life, and endleſs felicity granted to con- 
demned criminals on any terms, muſt {et forth the 
riches of divine mercy, But when the Father 
grants theſe through the wounds, the agonies, the 
death of his dear, his only begotten, his equal Son, 
he not only manifeſts his love, but, as the apoſtle 
ſpeaks, commends it. He ſhews it in ſuch a way 
as may juſtly inflame us with gratitude, and trani- 


port our ſouls with everlaſting admiration, He 


diſplays it in its higheſt perfection and glory. 

The bleflings of falvation, invaluable in them- 
ſelves, are unſpeakably enhanced by the manner 
in which they are conferred. God ſo loved the 
world, loved it in ſuch a way, and to ſuch a de- 
gree, as can only be expreſſed, only conceived by 
himſelf; he ſo loved it, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son to torments and death, even the death 
of the croſs, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh but have everlaſting lite. Sin hath 
reigned unto death ; but God's free and unbounded 
grace, in all her fulneſs, riches and ſplendour, 
reigns, like à glorious and ſuperior tovereign, 
through righteouſneſs to eternal life. A thouſand 
worlds conferred on us would have been as nothing, 
in compariſon with the grace which is diſplayed in 
the death of the Son of God tor us. While 1 con- 
template the divine character as exhibited in the 
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chriſtian ſyſtem, I know not how to expreſs my 
ſentiments better than in the words of the poet, 


Should all the forms that men deviſe 
Aſſault my faith with treach'rous art, 

I'd call them vanity and lies, 

And bind the goſpel to my heart. 


It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that if the goſpel is 
from God, it muſt contain all that relief for man 
which his helpleſs and rumed circumſtances re— 
quite. There was no ray of light in the whole 
ſyſtem of heathen philoſophy and morality, to di- 
rect the guilty how their ſins might be pardoned. 
Nothing that could give ſolid peace to a wounded 
conſcience. But the reconciliation of ſinners to 


God, by the death of his Son in their room and 


ſtzad, is the diſtinguiſhing peculiarity and glory of 
the evangetical ſyſtem. It is this, in general, which 
makes it ſo ſuitable to our caſe, as guilty and periſh- 
ing ſinners. 

A very reſpectable writer & uſes, on this ſubject, 
the following remarkable expreſſions. We find fo 
much uſe of Chriſt, if I may fo ſpeak, that he ap- 
pears as the ou which animates the whole body of 
our divinity g as the centre of the ſyſtem, diffuſing 
light and life to every part of it. Take away Chriſt, 


yea, take away the Deity and atonement of Chriſt, 


and the whole ceremonial of the Old Teſtament ap- 
pears to us, little more than a dead maſs of uninte- 
reſting matter ; prophecy loſes almoſt all that is 
valuable and endearing ; the goſpel is annihilated, 
or ceaſes to be that good news to loſt ſinners, which 
it profeſſes to be; practical religion is diveſted of 
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its molt powerful motives ; the evangelical diſpen- 
{ation of its peculiar glory, and heaven itlelk of its 
molt trankporting joys.” 

Is any one convinced of guilt, as provoking Hea- 

ven, and ruining the ſoul? Let him aſk reafon to 
point out a me thod ol reconciliation, and a refuge 
of ſfakety. Reaſon is at a lols, ſhe heſitates as the 
replies, The Deity may per. haps accept our ſup— 
plicatio! 15, and grant forgiveneſs.“ But the goſpel 
leaves us not to the ſal uncertainty of conjetture. It 
ſpeaks the language ot clear aſſurance. It informs 
us that God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to 
himſelf, not imputing their tre ſpaſſes unto them. 
That Chriſt was made fin tor us, who knew no ſin, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him. That his blood cleanſeth from all ſin. That 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive remiſſion 
ot ſins. 

Is the poor ſinner's conſcience diſquieted ? The 
goſpel remedy alone can give him ſubſtantial peace. 
Nothing can afford true peace to an enlightened 
conſcience, but that which removes ſin, ſaves from 
deſtruction, ſatisfies the demands of juſtice, and 
gives due honour to God and his holy law. The 
trembling conſcience finds all theſe importaut 
ends completely anſwered by the obedience and 
the ſacrifice of the Son of God. Here then it meets 
with ſubſtantial relief for all its diſquietudes, that 
which furniſhes a ſolid ground whereon to reſt, and 
which will fill it with the peace of God that paſſeil 
all underſtanding. 

Is the ſinner conſcious of the imperfection of all 
his own obedience, and ſenſible that he cannot 
ſtand before his Maker, or find acceptance with 


him, in any righteouſnels which is not anſwerable 
to 


* " 
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to the full demands of the law? He finds in the 
goſpel the gift of righteouſneſs revealed, even that 
righteouſneſs of God which is by the faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe. 

Is the ſinner deeply convinced of his own impo- 


' tence and inſufficiency in reſpect to the repelling 


of temptation, ee the duties incumbent 
upon him, and bringing forth fruit to God? The 
goſpel furniſhes him with ample relief. It hath 
pleaſed the Father that in Chriſt all fulneſs ſhould 


dwell, and from his fulneſs we receive grace for 


grace. It is God that worketh in you both to will 


and to do of his good pleaſure. Sin ſhall not have 
dominion over you. Ye are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalvation. My grace is ſuf- 
ficient for you, my ſtrength is made perfett through 
weakneſs.” 

In ſhort, let the ſinner's wants be ever ſo many, 
his enemies ever ſo numerous, or his dangers ever 
ſo great, the goſpel ſyſtem provides for all. It is 
exactly ſuited to his circumſtances, and adapted to 
his neceſſities. It is a ſovereign balm for every 
wound, a cordial for every fear, a plaſter for every 
fore, a medicine for every malady. Surely then, 
it is contrived, prepared, and furniſhed by a Divine 


Hand. * It 


True religion, in order to accompliſh the hap- 
2 of man, ought to be ſuitable to bis fallen ſtate. 

t ought to convince us, not only that there is a God, 
that we are under every kind of obligation to love 
him with all our hearts, and that our true felicity con- 
fiſts in being devoted to him; but it ought to inform 
us, that we are full of groſs darkneſs, which hinders 
us from knowing and loving him. It ought to diſco- 
ver to us the cauſe of that enmity and oppoſition 


whach 
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It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that if the chriſtian 
religion is really of divine origin, it muſt afford ſup- 
port and conſolation under all the afflictions and 
calamities of life. When a man is viſited with ſick- 
neſs, or oppreſſed by calamity, let him look into 
the ſyſtems of the moſt refined philoſophy for re- 
lief. Plato will tell him, that ſuch diſpenſations 
coincide with the general plan of the divine govern- 
ment. Virgil will inform him, that afflictive viſi- 
tations are, more or leſs, the unavoidable lot of all 
men. Another moraliſt will whiſper in the ear 
of the diſtreſſed and dejected ſufferer, © Impatience 
adds to the load; but a calm ſubmiſſion renders it 
more ſupportable.” Now, though theſe obſervations 
are Juſt, yet they are ſpiritleſs and inefficacious cor- 
dials, in compariſon with thoſe which the goſpel 
affords. 

In this divine ſyſtem we are informed, thatafflic- 
tions are fatherly chaſtiſements; that they are tokens 
ot our Redeemer's love, and fruits of his faithful 
care; that they are intended to make us partakers 
of his holineſs; to produce in us the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs, and to work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Our 
compaſſionate Saviour aſſures us, that in all our 
affliction he 1s afflicted; that he will be with us m 
trouble; that he will never leave us nor forſake us; 

that 


which we bear to God, and to our own happineſs. 
It ought to ſet before us that divine Remedy which 
infinite mercy has provided, and in what way we are 
to be actually intereſted in it. Let men compare all 
the religions in the world, in. theſe reſpects; and let 
them try whether any one but the chriſtian. is ſuited 
to their neceſſities.” Mon/. Paſcal. 
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that his Spirit ſhall be our comforter, his promiſes 
our ſtay, and his everlaſting arm our never-failing 
ſupport. He aſſures us, that we are only afflicted 
for our profit, and that all theſe things ſhall work 
together for our good. What ſovereign cordials 
are theſe amidſt the calamities of life! 

Supported by theſe cordials, we find the afflicted 
children of God enabled to glory in tribulation. 
% What ſhall we then ſay to theſe things?” ſays 
the apoſtle Paul, if God be for us, who can be 
_ us? Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation ? or diſtreſs ? or perſe- 
cution ? or famine? or nakedneſs ? or peril? or 
ſword ? Nay, in all theſe things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.” Let thoſe 
who dare to rejett this divine remedy conſider what 
they are doing. They give 5 that which only can 


ſmoothe the rugged path of life, and afford conſola- 


_ amidſt the ſorrows and calamities of the preſent 
ate. | 

It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that ſuch a ſyſtem of 
religion, as that in queſtion, muſt furniſh out ſub- 
ſtantial ſupport in a dying hour, and open to the 
minds of real believers, certain proſpects of future 
felicity. And this is moſt certainly the caſe. The 
religion of Jeſus diſpenſes ler choiceſt cordials 
when they are moſt needed ; in the ſeaſons of exi- 
gence, .in poverty, in exile, in ſickneſs, and in 
our laſt conflict with that moſt formidable enemy, 
the king of terrors. The eſſential ſuperiority which 
is derived from it is leſs felt, at leaſt, it is leſs ap- 
parent, when the chriſtian is in full poſſeſſion of 
riches, and ſplendour, and rank, and the various 
other gifts of Providence. But when all theſe 
are ſwept away by the rude hand of time, or the 


rough 
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rough blaſts of adverſity, the faithful follower of 


Jeſus ſtands, like the ſteady oak, the glory of the 


foreſt, erect and vigorous; ſtripped indeed of his 
ſummer foliage, but more than ever diſcovering to 
the obſerving eye, his ſolid ſtrength ; being rooted 
and grounded in Chriſt, as a tree of righteouſneſs 
of the Lord's own planting, that he may be glorified. 

Death, the laſt enemy of man; and the gloomy 
grave, the-terror of all living, are overcome by the 
Captain of our ſalvation. The true chriſtian muſt 
feel the ſtroke of mortality, as well as other men; 
but to him the ſting of death 1s no more. His guilt 
being expiated by the atonement of the Redeemer, 
death is diſarmed. The pardoned ſinner, relying on 
the all- ſufficient Saviour, is enabled to fay,— 
Though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me. 


My heart and my fleſh fail, but God is the ſtrength 


of my heart, and my portion for ever. I know 


that my Redeemer hveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at 
the latter day upon the earth; and though after m 
{kin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh afl 
I ſee God. Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word, for mine 
eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.“ 

Is not that religion of divine origin by which the 
king of terrors is transformed into a meſſenger of 
peace, which makes it gain to die, which enſures. 
a glorious reſurrection at the laſt day, and which 
opens the moſt enlivening and conſolatory proſpetts 
of unbounded and everlaſting felicity in heaven ? 
Let thoſe who would wires | us to relinquiſh this 
22 produce any thing that will bear the leaſt 


degree of compariſon with it. Let them point out 
ſomething ſufficient to countervail the loſs of that 


which 


which is our only ſolace under the calamities of 


48 EVIDENCES OF 


life, our ſovereign ſupport in the awtul hour ot 
diſſolution, and the foundation of a ſure and certain 
hope of future happineſs. f 
It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a religion of this 
deſcription ſhould have the ſtamp of holineſs and 
purity through its whole contexture. And the chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem — not diſappoint us in this. Its purity 
is a deciſive evidence of the origin whence it pro- 
ceeded. It is an evidence every where legible and 
viſible. On the ſtricteſt examination, the inquirer 
mult be convinced, from every view of it, that it is 
nue of its Author, who is glorious in holineſs, 
and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Its laws 
are holy, juſt and good, requiring truth in the in- 
ward part, and the ſtricteſt integrity of principle, 
of intention, of thought and of action. Its doc- 
trines are doctrines according to godlineſs, teach- 
ing us, moſt powerfully and influentially, that de- 
nying ungodlineſs —4 worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World. | 
If we contemplate the goſpel by itſelf, and view 
u in its own light, we ſhall have every reaſon to 
admire it, both for the purity of its nature, and the 
tendency which it has to promote the holineſs and 
the happineſs of mankind. It bears on it the ſtamp 
of a divine original; the image and ſuperſcription 
of him from whom it comes. * There is a ſpirit 
which 


* The diſciples of the Lord were examples of fer- 
vent zeal for the welfare of mankind; they were of 
an inoffenſive behaviour, of diſintereſtednels and ſelf- 
denial, of unwearied induſtry, of the moſt extenfive 
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which animates and beautifies it throughout, which 
muſt ſtrongly prepoſſeſs the pious mind in its fa- 
vour. There 1s no vice, even within the darkeſt 
retreats of the mind, which the word of God does 
not detect. There is no duty, connected with the 
glory of the divine Being, the welfare of our neigh- 
bour, or the true happineſs of ourſelves, but what 
this ſacred book enjoins, and enforces with the 
ſtrongeſt motives and inducements imaginable. 
„Thy word,“ ſays the man after God's own heart, 
thy word is very pure, therefore thy ſervant loveth 
it.“ 
Laſtly, it ſeems highly reaſonable to ſuppole, 
that if the goſpel be of God, he would appoint it 
to be tranſmitted to poſterity in writing. The Son 
of God had a commiſſion from his Father's throne, 
tor the benefit of all nations, and of all ages. Un- 
. doubtedly, care muſt have been taken, to have ſome 
authentic records of the doctrine which he taught, 
of the wonderful tranſactions of his life, and the 
circumſtances of his death and reſurrection. It is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he would qualify and 
ordain ſome of his followers, to deliver down to 
poſterity, in the moſt accurate manner, the whole 
ſyſtem of that religion of which he is both the Au- 
thor, and the ſum and ſubſtance. bbs 
Becauſe it is very apparent that the great end 
of this vaſt and aſtoniſhing e mer if that ex- 
preſſion may be allowed, muſt, in the nature of 
things, have been fruſtrated, if no ſuch records had 
been 


charity, of patience, of courage, of conſtancy, and, 
in ſhort, of a regular practice of what they taught 
and recommended to others. The firſt chriſtians re- 
ſembled their teachers in theſe good qualities. 

F. 


50 EVIDENCES OF 


been provided. For it is morally impoſſible that 
unwruten tradition ſhould convey a ſyſtem ot re- 
ligion pure and uncorrupted, even to the next ge- 
neration; and much more, that it ſhould ſo con- 
vey it to the end of time. 

And it ſhould ſeem, ſo far as we can judge, by 
no means worthy the divine wiſdom, to ſuffer the 
good effetts of fo great and noble a plan to be loſt, 
tor want of ſo eaſy an expedient. 

Having proceeded thus far, I ſhall now beg leave 
to take a ſhort ſurvey of the ſacred writings in ge- 
neral, and of their ſcope, tendency and deſign ; 
after which I {hall call the reader's attention to the 
New Teſtament in particular, and touch on the 
charatters and qualifications of the principal writers 
of it, with a view to eſtabliſh the important point 
under conſideration, The truth of the chriſtian re- 
ligion. 
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CHAP, II. 


The Evidence arijſing from the Credibility of what 
7s contained in the Scriptures, and from the Cha- 
rafters and Qualifications of ſome of the Writers 
of them. 


N a revelation of the Divine will concerning us, 
we might expect to find thoſe truths which at 

is moſt neceſlary for us to know, in order to our 
{ſerving our Maker acceptably in this world, and our 
being prepared for a ſtate of happineſs in another. 
As he that cometh to God muſt believe that he is, 
and that he is the rewarder of thoſe that — 
ſcek 
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ſeek him, we might expect to find in a revelation 
which profeſſedly comes from him, a clear account 
of his own exiſtence, of the unity of his divine eſ- 
ſence, and of the perfettions and attributes of his 
nature. We might expect here to be informed of 
the neceſſary and immutable difference between 
good and evil; the rewards and puniſhments of a 
future ſtate; and the abſolute neceſſity of attending 
with ſeriouſneſs and ardour, to the great concerns 
of our ſouls, and of the eternal world. And the 
bible will not diſappoint us in any of theſe parti- 

culars. | 
We might expect, in ſuch a revelation, the line 
and path of our { to be clearly marked out ; and 
that every vice would be expoſed, and every vir- 
tue enjoined. We might reaſonably ſuppoſe, its 
general tendency would be, to in{trutt us in thoſe 
things which are moſt neceſſary to be known and 
underſtood by us. Theſe are not ſubjects of amuſe- 
ment, or curioſity: not the origin of arts, or the 
depths of ſcience; not the hiſtories of mighty em- 
pires, deſolating the globe by their bloody conten- 
tions; * not the ſubtilties of logic; the myſteries 
E. 2 ot 


With reſpect to politics, in the uſual ſenſe of 
that word, or diſcuſſions concerning different forms 
of government, chriſtianity declines every queſtion 
upon the ſubject. Whilſt politicians are diſputing 
about monarchies, ariſtocracies, and republics, the 
goſpel is alike applicable, uſeful, and friendly to them 

all; inſomuch as, 

; 1. It tends to make men virtuous ; as it is eaſier 
to govern good men than bad men under any conſti- 
tution. 0 

2. It ſtates obedience to government in ordinary 
caſes, to be not merely a ſubmiſſion to force, but a 
duty of conſcience. 3. It 
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of metaphyſics; the ſublimities of poetry, or the 
niceties of criticiſm. Theſe are not ſubjects neceſ- 
fary to be known in order to final happineſs. They 
doubtleſs have their uſe, and may properly enough 
occupy the learned leiſure of a few individuals of 
mankind. But the divine word ſets before us mat- 
ters infinitely more important, and of more general 
concern. It is a lamp to our feet and a light to 
our paths. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
ſou] : the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe 
the ſimple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, re- 
Joicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord 
is pure, enlightening the eyes. The judgments of 
the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More. 
over by them is thy ſervant warned, and in keeping 
of them there is great reward,” Such is the 
Pſalmiſt's commendation of the five books of Moſes, 
and of thoſe few other divine records then extant. 
How juſtly may we apply it to the bible in its pre- 
ſent entire and perfect ſtate 

* When I conſider,” ſays a pious and elegant 


writer, the contents of the ſcriptures, and: beheve 


myſelf intereſted in the promiſes they make, and 
the privileges they confer, I am induced to cry 
out 


3. It induces diſpoſitions favourable to public 
tranquillity ; a chriſtian's chief care being to pals 
quietly through this world to a better. 

4. It prays for communities, and for the governors of 
communities, of whatever deſcription or denomina- 
tion they be, with a ſolicitude and fervency propor- 
tioned to the influence which they poſſeſs upon hu- 
man happineſs. All which, in my opinion, is juſt 


as it ſhould be.” 
Paley's View of the Evidences, &c. Vol. II. p. 70. 
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out, What are all the other books in the world, 
compared with theſe invaluable volumes! No more 
than an entertaining novel, or a few prudential 
rules for domeſtic economy, compared with a pa- 
rent's will, a royal charter, or an imperial grant 
of titles and manors! When I conſider the lan- 
guage of the ſcriptures, and ſometimes experience 
their energy on my ſoul, I am inclined to ſfay,— 
Other writings, though poliſhed with the niceſt 
touches of art, only tinkle on the ear, or affect us 


like the ſhepherd's reed. But theſe, even amidſt 


all their noble negligence, ſtrike, alarm, tranſport 
us, ſomewhat like the voice of thunder, or the arch- 
angel's trumpet. 

Ineſtimable book! It heals the maladies of life, 
and ſubdues the fear of death. It ſtrikes a light- 
ſome viſta through the gloom of the grave, and 
opens a charming, a glorious proſpect of immor-— 
tality in the heavens.” | 

No other book gives us ſuch views of God, and 
of man, of the preſent, and of a future lite, or of 
the relations which all theſe bear to each other. It 
gives us a juſt portrait of the vanity of this world, 
and of all its purſuits, and exhibits diſtinft, lively 
and exquiſite repreſentations of the joys of another; 
of the reſurrection of the dead, the laſt judgment, 
and the triumphs of the righteous in that day, when 
this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and thiy 
mortal ſhall put on immortality. 

No other book has ever pretended to give any 
account of the depravity of man, or to point out 
any ſuitable remedy for it. No other has ventured 
to declare the unpardonable nature of ſin without 
the influence of a mediatorial interpoſition, and 
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the vicarious atonement of a divine Redeemer. * 
The peculiar doctrines of the goſpel were as in— 
conceivable to the wiſeſt of mankind, antecedent 
to their publication, as the Newtonian ſyſtem of 
philoſophy is at this dav, to the molt ignorant tribes 
of ſavages in the wilds of America. They are doc- 
wines which human reaſon never could have diſco- 
vered ; but which, when diſcovered, coincide with 
it, and are confirmed by it; and which, though be- 
yond the reach of all the learning and penetration 
of Plato, Ariſtotle, and Cicero, are now clearly 
laid open to the eye of every peaſant and mechanic 
with the bible in his hand. 
In this divine book we find the power of religion 
exemplified in the lives of good and holy men. 
And perhaps no ſpecies of writing has been ren- 
dered more beneficial, or more promoted the caule 
of vital godlineſs. Being compaſſed about with a 
cloud of witneſſes, who have experienced the effi- 
cacy of ſaving grace, realized the ſupports and con- 
ſolations of religion, and been enabled to practiſe 
the duties of it with ſteadineſs, conſtancy and per- 
ſeverance, amidſt a thouſand difficulties; we, in our 


turn, are encouraged to lay aſide every weight, and 


the fin which eaſily beſets us, and to, run with pa- 
uence the race ſet before us. 


There 


* © That Chriſt ſuffered and died as an atonement 
for the fins of men, is a doctrine ſo conſtantly and ſo 
{ſtrongly enforced through every part of the New 
Teſtament, that whoever will ſeriouſly peruſe thoſe 
writings, and deny that it 1s there, may, with as 
much reaſon and truth, after reading the works of 
Thucydides and Livy, aſſert, that in them no mention 


is made of any facts relative to the hiſtories of Greece 
and Rome. Jus. 
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There is nothing in the characters exhibited in 
this ſacred volume which would lead any one to 
ſuſpect that they are feigned. They have all the 
internal marks imaginable of being real. 

The hiſtory in general, contained in this book, 
nas every evidence of its being a real hiſtory. 
Many profane hiſtorians, writing of the ſame times, 
confirm the truth of the events which are either in- 
cidentally or more purpoſely related in it. The 
Old Teſtament contains a chronological account of 
the beginning of the world, and an unbroken genea- 
logy of mankind for many ages before common 
hi ſtory begins; and carried forward ſo as to make 
up a continued thread of hiſtory for the ſpace of al- 
moſt tour thouſand years. 

It contains an account of God's entering into co- 
venant with a particular nation, that they ſhould 
be his people, and he their God, in a peculiar 
ſenſe. It informs us of his often interpoſing in 
their affairs in a miraculous way ; of his giving 
them the promiſe of a particular country, and long 
after, the poſſeſſion of it; of his aſſuring them of 
the —; national proſperity in it, if they would 
worſhip him, and obey his commands, renouncing 
all the idols which the heathen nations acknow- 
ledged, and abſtaining from their ſinful cuſtoms 
and practices. It contains threatenings denounced 
againſt them, if they diſobeyed their rightful ſove- 
reign, and fell into the idolatry which almoſt uni- 
verſally prevailed in the world. 

This book gives us a general account of the con- 
dition of religion and its profeſſors, in that ſtate of 
apoſtacy from God, in which it every where ſup- 
poſes the world to lie. And this account of the 
ſtate of religion carries along with it ſome briet 


ont 
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hints of the political ſtate of things, ſo far as reli- 
gion is affected by it. 


Revelation indeed repreſents the common affairs 


of this world, and what is going on in it, as a mere 


ſcene of diſtraction. It contains ſome very general 


account of the great empires which were to riſe, ' 


flouriſh, and decline, in ſucceſhve periods, till the 
God of heaven ſhould fet up a kingdom never 
to be deſtroyed. 

The. writers of the ſacred books, though they 
lived and wrote in different ages, and at diſtant 
periods of time, yet all harmoniouſly agree in 
the relation of facts, and in the eſtabliſhment of 
every important point of doctrine. If we find, in 
any inſtance, a trifling difference of expreſſion, or 
an omiſſion of circumftances by one writer which 
are recorded by another, we are hence the more 
tully convinced that there was no combination 
among thoſe writers, to impoſe upon mankind. 
That apparent diſagreement in circumſtantial mat- 
ters, on which ſome found their objections againſt 
the chriſtian ſcheme, is, in fact, an argument of 
conſiderable weight in favour of the truth of it. 
The ſacred writers all inculcate and expreſs the 
fame points of faith; they all deliver the ſame in- 


junctions and commands; they all, for ſubſtance, 


relate the fame things, however they may differ as 
to certain modes of expreſſion, which admit of a 
very eaſy reconcihation. 

The fimilarity of certain tranſactions which 
took place at different times, the ambiguity of 
names, and many other circumſtances, may occa- 
ſion ſome little difficulty of interpretation, yet do 
by no means weaken the credibility of the ſacred 
writers; but, on the other hand, ſerve to vindicate 


and 
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and free them from all ſuſpicion of falſehood. Since 
it is uſual with thoſe who would impoſe upon man- 
kind, to relate all circumſtances by compact and 
agreement, ſo that there may not appear any colour 
or ſnew of difference. 

The New Teſtament abounds with internal proofs 
of the truth of its contents. A ſpirit ot piety, cha- 
rity and diſintereſtedneſs appears through the whole 
of it. The Evangeliſts ingenuouſly relate the miſ- 
behaviour of the apoſtles on ſome occaſions. They 
have ſometimes recorded what the ſmalleſt degree 
of craft and diſſimulation would have taught — 
to ſuppreſs. A ſtatuary works upon marble, an 
hiſtorian upon facts; both cut them to their fancy, 
and pare off all that will not ſerve for their pur - 
But the writers of the New Teſtament ſtand re- 
& markably clear of this imputation. * They enter 
into a large and accurate detail of places, times, 
perfons and events very circumſtantially, in which, 
if they had mixed fraud and falſehood, they might 
have been eaſily detected. + 


In 


Nothing can deſtroy the evidence of teſtimony 
in any caſe, but a proof or probability that the per- 
ſons are not competent judges of the facts to which 
they give teſtimony ; or that they are actually under 
ſome indirect influence in giving it. 

+ © It doth not appear that it ever came into the 
minds of theſe writers, to conſider how this or the 
other action would appear to mankind, or what ob- 
jections might be led thereupon. But, without 
at all attending to this, they lay the facts before you, 
at ho pains to think whether they will appear cre- 
dible or not, If the reader will not believe their 
teſtimony, there is no help for it; they tell the truth 
and attend to nothing elle. Surely this. looks like 

un- 
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In the mouth of two or three witneſſes every 
word is eſtabliſhed. Divine Providence has fa. 
voured ns with four, in reſpett to the life, the ac- 
tions, the ſufferings, and the death of Jeſus Chriſt. 
We have alſo a hiſtory, taking up the narrative 
from his death, and carrying on an account of the 
propagation of his rehgion, and of ſome of the 
moſt eminent inftruments engaged in that work, for 
about thirty years. We have, likewiſe, as the 
learned PALEY obſerves, what ſome may think 
ſtill more original, a collection of letters, written 
upon the ſubje& of chriſtianity, by certain prinei- 
pal agents in the buſineſs, and in the midſt of their 
concern and connection with it. And we have 
theſe writings ſeverally atteſting the ſubjett in queſ- 
tion, particularizing the ſufferings of the witneſſes 
of the facts recorded in the goſpel hiſtory, and at- 
teſting theſe facts in every variety of form in which 
they can be repreſented; directly and indirectly, 
expreſsly and incidentally, by affertion, recital and 
alluſion; by narratives of the tranſactions them. 
ſelves, and by arguments and diſcourſes built upon 
them; either occaſionally reterring to them, or ne- 

ceſſarily ſuppoſing them. | 
This variety claims particular notice, becauſe, 
in examining ancient records, or indeed any ſpe- 
cies 


fincerity, and that they publiſhed nothing to the 
world but what they believed themſelves.* Duchal. 

* There is always ſome truth where there are con- 
fiderable particularities related: as in Thucydides's 
hiſtory of the fv gr eve war, and Cæſar's of the 
war in Gaul. In both theſe, the particulars of time, 
place and perſons are mentioned. They are therefore 
univerſally eſteemed true, to a great degree of exatt- 
neſs.“ Hartley, Vol, II. Page 109. 
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cies of teſtimony, it is of the greateſt importance 
to attend to the grounds of argument which are ca- 
ſually and undeſignedly diſcloſed; as this kind of 
proof 1s, of all others, the leaſt liable to be cor- 
rupted by fraud, or miſrepreſentation. 

The letters of the apoſtles, though written with- 
out the remoteſt deſign of tranſmitting the hiſtory 
of . Chriſt, or of chriſtianity, to future ages, inci- 
dentally diſcloſe to us the following circumſtances ; 
the deſcent and family of Jeſus according to the 
fleſh; the innocence, the meekneſs, and the gentle- 
neſs of his character; his exalted nature; his cir- 
cumciſion; his transfiguration ; his life of ſuffering, 
and the patience and reſignation he maniteſted 
through it; the appointment of his holy ſupper ; his 
agony ; his confeſſion before Pilate; his ſtripes, cru- 
cifixion, burial and refurrettion ; his appearance 
after it, firſt to Cephas, then to the reſt of the 
apoſtles; his aſcenſion into heaven, and his ap- 
point ment to be the future Judge of mankind ; the 
reſidence of the apoſtles at 7erv/alem; the work- 
1ng of miracles by the firſt preachers of the goſpel: 
the ſucceſsful propagation of the truth; the perſe- 
cution of its followers; the miraculous converſion 
of Paul; miracles wrought by him, and alleged; in 
controverſies with his 13 in letters written 
10 the perſons among whom they were wrought “. 


He 


When theſe things are calmly conſidered, we 
need not be ſurprized that even a man of Rouf/eau's 
principles ſhould ſay, as he does to Emilius, Shall 
we {uppole the evangelic hiſtory to be a mere fiction? 
Indeed, my friend, it bears not the marks of fiction. 
On the contrary, the hiſtory of Socrates, which no 
body preſumes to doubt, is not ſo well atteſted as that 
of feſus Chriſt.” 


Truth of chriſtianity vindicated, page 128. 
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He alſo obſerves, that miracles were the ſigns ot 
an apoſtle. The reader may find all theſe _ 
culars in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, the firſt and 
ſecond epiſtles to the Corinthians, and in other 
places. 

There is a cloſe connection and perfect agree. 
ment in the leading doctrines of chriſtianity, with 
each other. The corruption of human nature, the | 
free and ſovereign grace of God in our ſalvation, | 
the proper Deity of our adorable Redeemer, our 
reconciliation to God by his atoning ſacrifice, the 
pardon of our ſins, and the complete juſtification of 
our perſons by his blood, together with the ſancti- 
fication of our natures by the operations of his _ 


Spirit, are doctrines in perfect harmony one wit 


another; they are all parts of one whole, united in 
cloſe dependence and mutual congruity. 
There is alſo an intimate connection between 


theſe leading doctrines of chriſtianity, and the prac- 


tical precepts of it. For the grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us, that ＋ ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent world. 

There is the ſame agreement and mutual depend- 
ence to be obſerved in thoſe noble virtues and holy 
tempers which chriſtianity ſo ſtrongly and re- 
peatedly enjoins, and by our progreſs in which, we 
may beſt judge of our advancement in holineſs. 
Such are the fear and love of God, and of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, deadneſs to the world, heavenly- 
mindedneſs, ſelf-denial and humility ; to which may 
be added, love, kindneſs, and meekneſs — | 
our fellow-creatures. The wiſdom of God is fo 
evident in this whole ſyſtem, which is the only ſolid 

| ground 
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ground of our preſent and future happineſs, that 
an argument may be thence deduced in proof of its 
divine origin. 

Tue moſt celebrated virtues of the ancient hea- 
thens were high ſpirit, intrepid courage, and im- 
placable reſentmeat. | 


Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer, * 


was the portrait of the moſt illuſtrious hero, drawn 
by one of the firſt poets of antiquity. To theſe 
admired qualities, thoſe of a true chriſtian are an 
exact contraſt; for this religion conſtantly enjoins 


meekneſs, patience, and forgiveneſs of 979 


„But I ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not evil; but 
whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other alſo.'* That is, as is elſewhere 
expreſſed in plainer terms, Recompenſe to no 
man evil for evil. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good.” 

We are willing to allow, when we maintain the 
inſpiration of the Old and New Teſtament, that the 
hand of a tranſcriber might chance, in ſome places, 
to inſert one letter or word for another, as 1s often 
now done 1n printing ; and the various readings of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, as well as of all other ancient 
books, prove, that this has ſometimes been the 
caſe. F But does this weaken the authority of the 

bible ? 


* Intrepid, fierce, of unforgiving rage. 


+ Dr. Bentley obſerves. that the New Teſtament has 
ſuffered leſs injury by the errors of tranſcribers than 
the works of any profane author, of the ſame ſize and 
antiquity ; which ſhews that there never was any 
writing, in the preſervation and purity of which, the 
world was ſo intereſted, or fo careful. 


F 


62 EVIDENCES OF 


bible? By no means. Thoſe various readings 
are generally of ſo little importance, that he who 
can lay any ſtreſs upon them in the preſent caſe 
muſt either be defective in judgment, or in inte- 
grity. No material alteration has been ſuffered 
to be made in the ſacred books; we have them pre- 
ſerved to.us by the watchful care of Providence, 
ſuch as they were when they came from the hands 
of thoſe whoſe names they bear. 

The tranſlation of the ſcriptures into our own 
tongue, if diligently compared with the original, 
will be found, in the main, to be juſt, faithful, and 
judicious. The original copies of the writings of 
the New Teſtament, it has been proved by Grotzus 
and others, were preſerved for two hundred years 
after Chriſt. In the following ages, they were 
tranſlated into the Syrrac, Æthiopic, 1 and 
Latin tongues; theſe tranſlations are yet extant, and 
do not difler in any thing of moment from the Greek 
copies themſelves. “ 

That the four Goſpels, the hiſtory of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, the ſeveral Epiſtles, and the book 
of the Revelation, have deſcended to us un- 
corrupted, is fully manifeſt, from the citations 
which have been made from them by chriſtian 
writers of all ages; from the multitude of copies, 
and early tranflations, which left no room to fraud 
or inattention to do them any important injury; 
and from the various readings themſelves, which, 


for 


* We aſk no more for the books compoſing the 


New Teſtament than what we allow to other books. 


That the Koran is genuine no one denies. That the 
hiſtory of Apollonius Jyanæus was written. by Phi- 


| 14 no one doubts. Why ſhould the books of 
t 


e New Teſtament be ſuſpected not to be genuine? 
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for the moſt part, as has been obſerved, are of 
{mall conſequence. 

It ſeems very deſirable to have ſome intelligence. 
of the writers of ſo important a bogk as the New: 
Teſtament. And it hath been the good pleaſure of. 
God to favour us with a circumſtantial hiſtory of 
ſeveral of them; particularly of Jon, of Peter, 
and of Paul, whoſe writings conſtitute a conſi- 
derable part of the ſacred volume.. 

With reſpett to John, we know that, beſides 
the concern he had in the cure of the lame man, 
he was favoured with the viſions of God in the ifle 
of Patmos, where our Lord, more than halt a cen- 
tury after his aſcenſion, did. him the honour to uſe 
him as his amanuenſis, expreſsly dictating to him 
the letters he was pleaſed to ſend to the ſeven 
# churches in Aa. No doubt the Redeemer would 
then fo preſide over his other writings, as to {ſecure 
him from miſtakes in them. 

As to Peter, we find him ſtriking Ananzas and 
Sapphira dead with a. word; curing, by the like 


powerful word, one cripple at Feruſalem, and an- 


other at Lydda; and calling back Dorcas even 
from the dead., Let us view him in that great 
concern, of being marked out ſo particularly by 
an angel to Cornelius, and ſent to him, as the oracle 
of God himſelf, from whom that worthy and ho- 
nourahle Roman officer was to hear the folemn 


words, by. which he and all his houſe ſhould be 
faved. 


After this we view him, on a particular occa- 
lion, delivered from the hand of Herod, and from 
all the expectation of the people of the 7ews, by 
an angel from heaven; who ſtruck off his chains, 
and opened the doors of his priſon, the very night 

F2 be- 
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before he was to have been executed. What more 
could be neceſſary to prove the divine inſpiration 
of what he taught, ſo far as inſpiration was neceſfary 
to render it completely authentic ? And upon what 
pretence can the authori y of his writings be denied, 
it that of his preaching be granted? 

Let Paul, that great ſcribe, inſtructed in the 
kingdom of God, and tutored in the regions of Pa- 
radiſe, to whoſe pen we owe ſo many invaluable 
epiſtles, be collared in the ſame view. Let us 
impreſs our minds with the various ſcenes through 
which we know he paſſed, and the diſtinguiſhing 
favours with which his Maſter honoured him, that 
we may judge how we are to receive the inſtruc. 
tions of his pen. He was miraculouſly called b 


the voice of Chriſt to the profeſſion of his goſpel, | 


when he was perſecuting the believers of it even to 
the death. He then received a full and diftin 


revelation of that glorious goſpel, by the immediate 


inſpiration of its divine Author. This is a fact 
which he expreſsly and repeatedly records, and in 
which he could not be miſtaken. How bright was 
the luſtre of thoſe aſtoniſhing works which he was 
enabled to ſhew forth wherever he went, as well as 
of thoſe wronght in his favour, which manifeſted 
him to be the care of the Keeper of 1/rae/! Demons 
ejetted ; diſtempers cured, ſometimes with a touch, 
and ſometimes without, by a garment ſent from 
him to the patient; his motions guided from place 
to place by a divine oracle; Elymas ſtruck blind 
for oppoſing him; his bands looſed by an earth- 
quake; his ſtrength and vigour inſtantaneouſly re- 
Rored, when the rage of the barbarous populace at 


Lyftra had ſtoned him, and left him for dead; and, | 
to add no more, his fafety in a ſhipwreck, with * | 
| of 
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of near three hundred perſons in the ſame veſſel 
for his ſake, promiſed by an angel, and accom- 


pliſhed without the loſs of a ſingle perſon, when 


they had expected nothing but certain deſtruthon. 

The teſtimony of the apoſtle Paul may be con- 
ſidered as detached from that of the other apoſtles. 
He declares, as we have ſeen, that he received the 
goſpel in general, and the inſtitution of the Lord's 
ſupper in particular, not from the reſt of the 
apoſtles, or in conjunction with them, but from 
Chriſt himſelf; whom he ſaw after his aſcenſion, 
as is recorded in the hiſtory of the Acts. His firſt 
epiſtle to the Corinthians, in which he particularly 
gives this account of his commiſſion from the Re— 
deemer, is quoted by Clemens Romanus, in an epiſtle 
of his own to the ſame church. 

Paul likewiſe teſtifies, what was publicly known 


by the people to whom he wrote, that it was the 


Lord who had endued him with the power of work- 
ing miracles. * Truly, the ſigns of an apoſtle 
were wrought among you, in all patience, in ſigns 
and wonders, and mighty deeds.” He alſo ſpeaks 
of a great variety of miraculous gifts be ſtowed on 
many individuals of thoſe communities to whom he 
addreſſed himſelf. Theſe gifts were then known 
to ſubſiſt among them. He mentions them, as it 
were, incidentally, in the moſt eaſy manner, as 
any perſon might ſpeak to another of a fact which 
was familiarly known to them both. 

Theſe conſiderations ſeem to me ſufficient to carry 
conviction along with them to every candid mind, 
of the point in queſtion, in proportion to the degree 
of attention with which they are regarded. 

It may be farther obſerved, that Jeſus Chriſt had 


abſolutely promiſed his diſciples the ſpecial guid- 
5 F 3 ance 
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ance of his Holy Spirit, as the Spirit. of truth. to 
guide them into all truth, to ſhew them things to 
come, to teach them all things, and bring all things 
to their remembrance whatſoever he had ſaid unto 
them, and to abide with them tor ever; that — 
thus fitted and empowered, they might bear witneſs 
anto him. Accordingly, after his reſurrection, 
when he gave them their full commiſhon, he ſaid, 
As my Father hath fent me, even ſo ſend I you; 
and he breathed upon them, ſaying, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghoſt.” 

Jeſus had before given his diſciples this affurance 
of his aid; When they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be 
given you in that ſame hour what ye ſhall ſpeak; 
for it is not you that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your 
Father that ſpeaketh in you. On the ſame prin- 
ciple we may conclude, that when they were to 
write for the uſe ol all future generations, it was 
the Spirit of the Father who dictated to them what 
they ſhould write; ſo that they wrote as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 

It muſt farther be obſerved, that theſe holy men 
aſſume to themſelves ſuch authority, and ſpeak of 
their own diſcourſes and writings in ſuch peculiar 
terms, as nothing but a conſciouſneſs of divine in- 
ſpiration could warrant. * The things which I 
write unto you, are the commandments of the 
Lord. He that deſpiſeth, that is, rejecteth what I 
write, deſpiſeth not man but God, who hath given 
us his Holy Spirit.” 

Though the apoſtle John was remarkable for 
his modeſty and humility of mind, yet he in effe& 
aſſerts, that he had, in concurrence with his bre- 
thren, given ſuch abundant proof of his being under 

di- 
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divine guidance in his teaching, whether by word 
or letter, that his doctrine was the ſtandard by which 
they might judge of truth or error; and ſurely this 
can be nothing ſhort of aſſerting the fulleſt inſpira- 
tion: We are of God: he that knoweth God 
heareth us; he that is not of God heareth us not: 
hereby know we the Spirit of truth and the ſpirit of 
error.” 

I would beg leave to add, that in regard to the 
facts recorded in the New Teſtament, it appears to 
me impoſſible that they ſhould have been delivered 
to us in the manner they are, without divine in- 
ſpiration. Suppoling the Evangeliſts, for inſtance, 
to have been eye-witnelſes of the events they re- 

rt, it nevertheleſs would have been ftrange to the 

aſt degree, if, left to themſelves, they ſhould have 
given us ſo clear, particular, and conſiſtent a de- 
tail of them as they have done. Let any one re- 
fleet on the number and the variety of the facts they 
record, with all the circumſtances attending them, 
the length of many of our Saviour's diſcourſes, the 
time that elapſed before they were committed to 
writing, the fallibility of the memory, the different 
impreſhons which things uſually make on the minds 
of ſpettators, and many other unavoidable occa- 
hons of maccuracy and miſtake, and ſurely he 
muſt be convinced, that nothing ſhort of inſpiration 
could have enabled theſe writers to deliver their con. 
eurring teſtimonies in the manner they have done. 

The Holy Spirit kept a watch over them as they 
wrote, guarded them againſt the illuſions of a warm 
and eccentric imagination, enabled them to ſtate 
facts truly, to relate the eireumſtauces of them ac- 
curately, and to range them in an orderly and eon- 
ſiſtent manner. To this purpoſe our Lord ſpeaks, 


when 


II 
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when he promiſes his diſciples, as we have before 
obſerved, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould bring all 
things to their remembrance. 

And here it ſhould be remarked, that this in- 
ſpiration did by no means preclude the natural and 
regular uſe of their own proper memory. The 
facts reported, of which they had been eye: wit- 
neſſes, roſe to their view in the manner they had 
beheld them, and ſtruck them, it is probable, with 
the ſame ſenſations they felt at the time they hap- 
pened. 

Nor was it neceſſary to their being thus inſpired, 
that they ſhould not be at liberty to uſe their own 
words, or to write in that ſtyle which was natural 
to them. This I mention, becauſe 1t 1s evident that 
the inſpired writers, particularly the Evangelifts, 
differ in their ſtyle from each other. And it is allo 
evident, that, in the writings of John, there is a 
manifeſt ſameneſs of ſtyle in his Goſpel, Epiſiles, 
and book of Revelation. This may be alſo ob- 
ſerved 1n the writings of Luke and Paul. 

But the objection to the inſpiration of the New 
Teſtament, grounded on this circumſtance, is ut- 
terly inconcluſive. This will appear, if it be con- 
ſidered, that, in relating hiſtorical events, the main 
buſineſs is, the ſtating of them truly and accurately. 
To which purpoſe, it is not neceſſary that other 
words be diftated to the writer than he is ac- 
cuſtomed to uſe, or that the natural and uſual turn 
of his periods and phraſeology ſhould be over-ruled. 
It is mou that we are aſſured, by divine authority, 

acts which the Evangeliſts relate are in 
eve 1 true, and may moſt ſurely be de- 


pended upon. 
It 


CHRISTIANITY, 69 


It ought farther to be remarked, that this variety 
of ſtyle, obſervable in their writings, is fo far from 
being an evidence of their not being inſpired, that 
it hath quite the contrary effect. For it ſeems to 
bave been wiſely { ordered by the Father of lights, 
that they ſhould uſe their own words, to render 
the veracity and agreement of the ſeveral writers 
the more conſpicuous. And, after all, whatever 
difference there may be in their ſtyle, even admit- 
ting that there is more eaſe and elegance in one 
than in another, yet that which each uſes is the 
fitteſt and beſt adapted to the purpoſe which infi- 
nite wiſdom propoſed. 

Before I diſmiſs this head, I would juſt obſerve, 
that the ſacred writers denounced the moſt awful 
judgments on thoſe who ſhould either pervert their 
writings, add to them, or detratt from them. Thoſe 
who wreſted the apoſtolic epiſtles are ſaid to have 
wrefted them, as they did the other ſcriptures, to 
their on deſtruftion. How very awful are the 
words of theſe holy men of God! Though we, 
or an angel from heaven preach any other goſpel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accurſed. If any man ſhall add 
unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto him the: 
plagues that are written in this book. And if any 
man ſhall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God ſhall take away his part out of 
the book of life!“ Nothing thort of the moſt per- 
fe divine inſpiration could juſtify ſuch language 
as this, or ſecure thoſe who uſed it from the charge 
of bold preſumption, and baſe impoſition. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


The Evidence ariſing from the concurring Teſttmomes 
of Heathen Writers. 


WE ſhall now proceed to obſerve, that ſome of 

the leading facts of the goſpel hiſtory were 
taken notice of, and recorded by thoſe heathen au- 
thors, who lived in the age of our Saviour and his 
apoſtles, or near that period. Though I would; 
avoid every thing that may have the appearance of 
an oſtentatious parade of learning, yet it ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to aſſert ſome things on this important ſub- 
jet, which cannot certainly be known without 
ſome little acquaintance with ancient writers. 

The moſt conſiderable Roman hiſtorians, who 
lived near the period referred to, are Tacitus and 
Suetonius; and to them an appeal is always, and 
very juſtly made, as being ſubſtantial witneſſes on 
this occaſion. Tacitus aſſures us, that in Nero's: 
days, who began his reign about twenty years after 
the death of Chriſt, there was a vaſt multitude of 
chriſtians, not only in Judea, but at Rome; againſt 
whom Wero raiſed a perſecution, attended with 
ſuch circumſtances of ignominy and cruelty, as 


moved the compaſſion even of their enemies. He 


intimates alſo, that this was not the firſt attempt 
that was made to cruſh them. 

His contemporary, Suetonius, in his conciſe man- 
ner, ſpeaks much to the ſame purpoſe. And Pliny, 
the intimate friend and correſ — wag of both theſe 
hiſtorians, being employed in Trajan's time to per- 

ſecute 
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ſecute the chriſtians, writes zn account of them 
to that emperor, of the vaſt multitudes he every 
where found of them, and of the cſpectability of 
their moral charatter. | 
Some parts of the hiſtory of Jeſus may be rea- 
ſonably expetted from thole who lived at no great | 1 
diſtance from Judea, the ſcene of action. Tacitus, I 
Suetonius and Dion record, That Auguſtus Cafar 
ordered the whole empire to be cented or taxed; 1 
which procedure, by the over-ruling Providence 
of God, brought the reputed parents of Jeſus to 
Bethlehem, the place where he was to be born. 
Chalcidius relaies, * That a great light, or a new 
ſtar appeared at that time in the Faſt, which was A 
the ſtar that direfted the wiſe men to the place 1] 
where they pręſented their gifts to the new-born 
Prince of hte. p | 
Macrobius relates it as a known fact, That 1 
Herod, the king of Paleſtine, fo often mentioned | 
in the Roman hiſtory, made a great {laughter of 
innocent children,“ being ſo jealous of a ſuc- 
ceſlor, that he put to death his own ſons on that 
account. This character of him is given by ſe- 
veral hiſtorians. That the infant Saviour was car- 
ried into Egypt, is acknowledged by Celſus. 
Tacitus records, That Pontius Pilate was go- 
vernor of Zudea; that jeſus was brought into A. 
ment before him, and by him condemned and cru- 
cifhed,” : 
Julian the apoſtate, Porphyry, and Hierocles, all 
of them, not only pagans, but profeſſed enemies 
and perſecutors of chriſtianity, do yet confeſs, 
* that many miraculous cures and works, out of the 


ordinary courſe of nature, were wrought by 
$ Chriſt.” 
Phle- 
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Phlegon, in his annals, confeſſed, * That Jeſus 
foretold ſeveral things, which came to paſs accord- 
ing to his predictions,” 

Tralltan, who was the freedman of Adrian the 
emperor, records, that at the time when Jeſus 
died, there was a miraculous darkneſs, and a great 
earthquake.“ Probably ſome of his heathen friends 
and correſpondents had been witneſles to the dark- 
neſs. and felt the concuſſion of the earth. 

Pliny the younger, mentioned above, about ſe- 
venty years after the death of Chriſt, gives us ſuch 
particulars relating to the chriſtian religion, within 
the compals of his own knowledge of the ſubjett, 
as agree With the accounts we have in the ſcrip- 
tures, of the firſt ſtate of chriſtianity, after the cru- 
cifixion of Chriſt. The paſſage, to which I refer, 
is to the following purport, * That Chriſt was 
"worſhipped among the chriſtians as God; that they 
would rather ſuffer death than blaſpheme him; that 
they received a ſacrament, and by it entered into a 
vow of abſtaining from fin and wickedneſs; that 
"they had private aſſemblies of worſhip, and uſed 
to join together in ſinging hymns to Chriſt as God. 
How thankful ought we to be for this pleaſing 
teſtimony, given by this ancient and reſpeQable 
heathen writer! 

G blaſpheming apoſtate, acknowledges, 
That Peter, the apoſtle of Chriſt, performed many 
wonderful works.” 

Porphyry, who objects to chriſtianity, that ſince 
Jeſus had begun to be worſhipped, E/culaprus 
and the reft of the gods, did no more hold inter- 
courſe with men, yet acknowledges, That the de- 
mils, or evil ſpirits, were ſubjed to the chriſtians. 


Thus 
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Thus we fee what a multitude of Pagan teſtimo- 
nies may be produced for all theſe remarkable tas, 
relating to the chriſtian religion. It cannot be ex- 
pected that they ſhould mention particulars which 
were tranſatted among the diſciples only; ſuch as 
the transhguration, the agony in the garden, the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt after the reſurrection, and others 
of the like nature. It was impoſſible for a heathen 
author to relate theſe things, becauſe, if he had 
ſincerely believed them, he would have been a 
heathen no longer; and, on that account, his teſti- 
mony would not have been thought of ſo much va- 
lidity. The deſolations of war, and the depreda- 
tions of time have doubtleſs deſtroyed many other 
teſtimonies which once exiſted, but we have rea- 
fon to be thankful that Providence has preſerved 
ſo many as have been now cited, together with 
others which I torbear to meroduck, leſt I ſhould 
tire the reader's patience. Þ 

The chriſtian religion has not been denied the 
teſtimony of enemies; a teſtimony of which it did 
not ſtand in need; but which, being extorted'by 
the irreliſtible force of truth, may well be eſteemed 
as a confirmation of its general evidence; ſinee 
they whoſe wiſh and whole intereſt it was to:decry 
it, were yet compelled to acknowledge it in part. 
Thus, like Pilate, they pronounced him rigliteous 
whom they condemned; and, like Judas, they 
confeſſed him innocent whom they betrayed. ' 1494 

The brief and incidental relations and notices' of 
what relates to the affairs of chriſtianity, which are 
found in the writings of pagaas, ſo far as they 


facts; that Jeſus of Nazareth was the author of 
this religion; ; that he was put to death at Zeru/alem, 


by 


0. 


are of great weight. They bear teſtimony of theſe 
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by the authority of the Roman governor, Pate; 
that notwithſtanding this, the cauſe prevailed in 
that city, and throughout Judea, and that it was 


thence propagated to diſtant countnes; that the 


converts were very numerous; that they ſuffered 
great hardſhips and _—_ for their profeſhon ; 
and that all this took place in the age of the world 
which our ſacred books have aſſigned. 

They proceed further, to deforibe the manners 
of chriſtians, in terins perfectly conformable to the 
accounts extant in the New Teſtament; that they 
conſtantly aſſembled together on a certain day ; 
that they ſung hymns to Chriſt as God; that 
they bound themſelves in a ſolemn manner, not 
to commit any crime, but to adhere ſtrictly to their 
promiſes; that they worſhipped him who was cru- 
cified in Zudea ; that this their firſt Law-giver had 
taught them to look upon themſelves and one an- 
other as brethren ; that they had a great contempt 
tor the things of the world; that with great readi- 
nefs they flew to one another's relief; that they lived 
in the hope of unmortality.; that they deſpiſed death, 
and wallingly ſurrendered themſelves to ſufferings. 
know. not what we could have deſired more, in 
point ol teſtimony, from thoſe who were profeſſed 
enemies. Let it be remembered, that thele accounts 


are given by perſons who viewed the ſubject at a 


diſtance; who underſtood not the true nature of 
chriſtianity, and Who were unintereſted about it. 
Yet theres. no contradiction, in what they ſay, of the 
ſacred hiſtory; no. different ſtory ſet up againſt it; 
but a-circumfilantial coincidence with what the in- 
ſpared wruers have recorded. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


The Evidence ariſing from the Prevalence of the 
the 74 amidſt great Oppoſition, though pro- 
moted by Means which in themſelves might appear 
znadequate. 


T was foretald that the kingdom of the Redeemer 

| ſhould be eſtabliſhed on and after his appear- 
ance in the world, that it ſhould be extended far 
and wide, that it ſhould, in a ſhort ſpace of time, 
have a _— and ample increaſe, and that it ſhould 
continue for ever. For though the Zews would re- 
je& it, it ſhould be embraced by multitudes among 
the Gentile nations. In the days of theſe kings 
ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom which 
ſhall never be deſtroyed ;—and it ſhall ſtand tor 
ever. For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon 
is given: and the government ſhall be upon his 
ſhoulder: and his name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, The Mighty God, The Everlaſting 
Father, The Prince of peace. Of the increaſe of 
his government and peace there ſhall be no end. 
And he ſaid, It is a light thing that thou ſhouldſt be 
my ſervant to raiſe up the tribes of Zacob, and to 
reſtore the preſerved of [/rael : ] will alſo give thee 
for a light ro the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my 
ſalvation unto the end of the earth.” 

The religion of Jeſus preſented itſelf to man- 
kind with an aſpeft the moſt chaſte and ſevere. 
Far from condeſcending to flatter their appetites 
and paſſions, it ſtrictly enjoined its followers the 
unpleaſing exerciſe of ay ſtant ſelf-denial, of pluck- 

2 ing 
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ing out even the eye, and cutting off the hand, that 
gave occaſion of offence. Far from ſeeking to re- 
commend itſelf to popular favour, by complying 
and accommodating tenets ; it directly and openly 


2 almoſt every opinion, and every prejudice 
5 


thoſe to whom it was propoſed. 

It was not enjoined on the ſubject nations by 
the commands of ſovereign princes and rulers; 
nor was it, for the ſpace of full three hundred 
years, even indirectly countenanced by any in- 
fluence of government and authority. On the con- 
trary, we behold, with aſtoniſhment, the pomp of 
adverſe power, no leſs than the pride of learning, 
and the arrogance of philoſophy, reſiſting its in- 
fluence, by a long and perſevering perſecution, 
but yielding at length to the power of thoſe weapons 
of warfare which are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds. 

In a few years after the eſtabliſhment of chriſtia- 
nity, as we find from the epiſtles written to the 
ſeveral churches, there were large congregations 
of chriſtians at Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Coloſſe, 
Thefſſalomca, Philippi, Laodicea, Smyrna, Perga- 
mos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, in the iſland 
of Crete, in Pontus, Galatia, 9 Aſta, and 
Bithynia, as well as in many other places.“ Our 


Lord 


* © The propagation of this religion was not leſs 
extraordinary than the religion itſelf, or leſs above 
the reach of all human power, than the diſcovery: of 
it was above that of all human underſtanding. It is 
well known, that, in a ſhort fpace of time, it was 
ſpread over all the principal parts of Afia and Farope; 
and this by the miniſtry of only an inconfiderable 
number of the moſt inconſiderable perſons. At this 

time 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo wrought by the apoſtle Paul, 


as to make the Gentiles obedient both in word and 
deed ; ſo that from Feruſalem even round about 
unto /{lyricum, he had fully preached the goſpel of 
Chriſt. The reſt of the inſpired witneſſes had con- 
ſiderable ſucceſs in other parts of the world, as 
Euſebius and other hiſtorians inform us. So that 
with good reaſon the apoſtle Paul applies to them 
and their doctrine, what is originally ſpoken of the 
luminaries of heaven, Their line is gone out 
into all the earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.” 
I ſhall here beg leave to make ſome extracts from 
a late eminent — reſpectable author on this ſubject. 
As the apoſtles themſelves were honoured with 
very remarkable ſucceſs, this divine ſeed was pro- 
pagated ſo faſt in the next age, that Pliny teſtiſies, 
* he found the heathen temples in Achaia almoſt 
deſerted; and Tertullian afterwards declares, * that 
all places but thoſe temples were filled with chriſti- 
ans; ſo that were they only to withdraw, cities and 
provinces would be depopulated. 
3 Nor 


time 1 was in the higheſt repute, believed 
univerſally by the vulgar, and patroniſed by the 
great. The wileſt men of the wifeſt nations aſſi ſted 
at its ſacrifices, and conſulted its oracles on the moſt 


1mportant occaſions. W hether theſe were tricks of 


the prieſts or of the Devil, is of no conſequence, as 
they were both equally unlikely to be overcome ; the 
fact is certain, that, on the preaching of the apoſtles, 
their altars were deſerted, and their deities were 
dumb. This is ſurely ſufficient to prove the autho- 
rity of their commiſſion; and to convince us, that 
neither their undertaking nor their. execution of it 
could poſhbly = their own,” Jenyns. 
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Nor did the goſpel triumph thus only within the 
boundaries of the Roman empire; for long before 
Tertullian was born, Juſtin Martyr, in his dia- 
logue with Trypho the Few, written ſomewhat 
more than an hundred years after the death of 
Chriſt, declares, * that there was no nation of men, 
whether Greeks or barbarians, not excepting thoſe 
ſavage nations who wandered in clans from one 
region to another, and had no fixed habitation, who 
had not learnt to offer prayers and thankſgivings to 
the Father and Maker of all, in the name of Jeſus 
who was crucified,” * 

How can we account for all this, but by ſaying 
that the hand of the Lord was with the firſt preachers 
of the goſpel, and therefore ſuch multitudes be- 
heved, and turned to the Lord? How had it been 
poſſible, that ſo ſmall a fountain ſhould preſently 
have ſwelled into a mighty river, and even have 
covered the face of the earth, had it not ſprung 
from the ſanftuary of God, and been rendered thus 
triumphant under his almighty arm ? 

Had this new religion, ſo directly contrary to 
all the prejudices of education, been contrived to 

{oothe 


The learned and ingenious hiſtorian, Mr. Gibbon, 
has ſtrangely enongh put his invention to the rack, 
in order to diſcover {ſecondary cauſes for the won- 
derfu] progrefs of chriſtianity. Of theſe he has enu- 
merated five, of a very peculiar kind. Yet he felt 
himſelf obliged to acknowledge, that the chriſtian 
faith obtained fo remarkable a victory over the eſtab- 
liſhed religions of the earth, by the convincing evidence 
of the dofrine tfelf, and the ruling providence of its 
great Author.“ | 


Cibbon's Dechne and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
V. ü. page 220, | 


ſoothe men's vices, to aſſert their errors, to defend 
their ſuperſtitions, or to promote their temporal in- 
tereſts, we might eaſily have accounted lor its pre- 
valence in the world. Had us preachers been very 
profound philoſophers, or polite and falhionable 
orators, many might have been charmed with their 
diſcourſes, and engaged, at leaſt for a while, to fol- 
low them. Had the princes and potentates of the 
earth declared themſelves its patrons, and armed 
their legions for its defence and propagation, mul. 
titudes miglit have been induced to make an exter- 
nal profeſlion of it, though none could, by ſuch 
means, have been rationally perſuaded to the be- 
lief of its doctrines. 

But without ſome ſuch advantages as theſe, we 
can hardly conceive how any new religion ſhould 
ſo ſtrangely prevail; even though it had crept into 
the world in its darkeſt ages, and moſt barbarous 
countries; and though it had been gradually pro- 
poſed in the moſt arttul manner, wit the fineſt veil 
induſtriouſly drawn over thoſe parts of it, which 
might, at the firſt view, have been ſuppoſed likely 
to hinder 1ts general acceptance. 

But the very reverſe of all this was the caſe here. 
From the apparent conſtitution of chriſtianity, the 
luſts and errors, the ſuperſtitions and intereſts of 
carnal men would immediately riſe up againſt it, as 


a moſt irreconcileable enemy. It is certain, that 


the learning and wit of the Greeks and the Romans 
were early employed to overbear and ridicule it. 
As all the herd of heathen deities were to be diſ- 
carded, the prieſts, who ſubſiſted on that craft, 
muſt, on the foot of intereſt, find themſelves obliged 
to oppole it with all their influence. We are well 
allured, that the princes of the earth drew their 

{words 
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ſwords againſt it, and armed torments and death 
for the deſtruftion of its followers. 

And yet we fee thatit triumphed over all.* Though 
publiſhed in ages and places of the greateſt learning 
and refinement; and propoſed, not in an orna- 
mented and artificial manner, but with great plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, it was counted worthy of all ac- 
ceptation. The doctrine of the croſs was always 
avowed as the leading and fundamental doctrine of 
the goſpel, though this was a ſtumbling-block to 
the Fews, and fooliſhneſs to the Greeks ; and the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of renouncing all idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, was inſiſted on immediately, and in the 
ſtrongeſt terms; though it muſt, at that period, 
make the religion of Jeſus appear the moſt ſingular 
and unſociable religion which had ever been taught 
in the world. 

Had 


® Tertullian appeals to the governors of the Roman 
empire in theſe terms; We arc but of yeſterday, 
_ we have filled your cities, iſlands, towns and bo- 
roughs, the camp, the ſenate, and the forum. They 
{the heathen adverſaries of chriſtianity) lament that 
every ex, age and condition, and perſons of every 
rank alſo, are converts to that name.” 

Tertull. Apol. Cap. 37. 


* Now,' ſays Jerome, the paſſion and reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt are celebrated in the diſcourſes and 
writings of all nations. I need not mention Jews, 
Greeks and Latins, The Indians, Perfians, Goths 
and Egyptians firmly believe the immortality of the 
ſoul, and future recompences. The fierceneſs of 
Thractans and Scythians 1s now ſoftened by the gentle 
ſound of the — 3 and every where Chriſt is all 


in all.“ | 
Ferom, Ep. 8, ad Heliod. 
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Had one of the wits or politicians of the preſent 
age ſeen the apoſtles, and a few other plain men, 
who had been educated among the loweſt of the 
people, as moſt of the firſt teachers of chriſtianity 
were, going out armed with nothing but truth, faith, 
and love, to encounter the power of princes, the 
bigotry of prieſts, the learning of philoſophers, the 
rage of the populace, and the prejudices of all; 
how would he have derided the attempt, and ſaid 
with Sanballat, What will theſe feeble Jews do?“ 
But had he ſeen the event, ſurely he muſt have 
owned that it was the finger of God; and might 


juſtly have fallen on his face, even amongſt thoſe 


whom he had inſulted, with an humble acknow- 
ledgment, that God was in them of a truth. 

When perſons of mean extraction, of no human 
learning, but poor in this world, obſcure and friend- 
leſs, are employed in the great work of eſtabliſhing 
the kingdom of Chriſt through the world, nothing 
can follow but, diſappointment and ſhame, ſcorn 
and ridicule, unleſs the divine preſence be with 
them, which can give ſtrength to weakneſs, wiſdom 
to 1gnorance, and accompliſh the moſt important 
purpoſes by the moſt unpromiſing means and in- 
ſtruments. Thus, God hath choſen the fooliſh 
things of the world to confound the wiſe, and the 
weak things. of the world to confound the things 
that are mighty; and baſe things of the world, and 
things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are: that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Evidence arifing from the Perſecutions, which 
the primitive Chriſtians endured for their Religion. 


TH firſt witneſſes to the truth of the goſpel, 

according o what their divine Maſter had 
ay them reaſon to expect, freely ſacrificed therr 
ves in the cauſe they had ſo much at heart, and 
ſealed their teſtimony with their blood. It has been 
faid, that almoſt all ſects have their martyrs; and it 
is true, that men may ſuffer in defence of miſtaken 
opinions, and wrong notions. But the caſe of the 
apoſtles of Chriſt was very different. 

They ſuffered in behalf of fafts ; in confirmation 
of the teſtimony which they gave, of what they had 
feen with therr own eyes, an heard with their own 
ears, reſpecting that adorable Perſon on whom all 
their faith and hope were founded. In bearing 
their teſtimony for him they perfiſted, and for this 
they died. But no man, no not even the greateſt 
enthuſiaſt, will lay down his life in confirmation 
of facts which he 2 to be falſe. 

The danger, to which the apoſtles of Chrift ex- 
p_ themſelves, proceeded in a meaſure from the 

dden burſts of violence at particular places, from 
the licentiouſneſs of the populace, the raſhneſs of 
ſome magiſtrates, and the negligence of others; 
and, in general, from the variety and warmth of 
opinion, which a doctrine ſo new and extraor- 


dinary, as that which they taught, could not fail to 
excue. | 
Some 


| 
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Some length of time might paſs, before the vaſt 
machine of the Roman empire would be put in mo- 
tion, Or iis attention be obtained to religious con- 
troverſy, as a judicious writer obſerves; but du- 
ring that time a great deal of ill uſage might be 
endured, by a ſet of friendleſs, unprutected travel- 
lers, telling men, wherever they came, that the 
religion of their anceſtors, the religion in which 
they had been brought up, the religion of the ſtate, 
and of the magiſtrate, the rites which they fre- 
quented, the pomp which they admired, were 
throughout a ſyſtem of folly and deluſion. 

The Mahometan impoſture was propagated at 
a time when univerſal ignorance and barbariſm 
had prepared mankind to receive, without heſita- 
tion, any impreſſions from the artful and defigning. 
But chriſtianity was propoſed in an age, which, 
perhaps above all others, was diſtinguiſned for cu- 
rious ſpeculation, and philoſophical reſearch. 

The Roman empire was at that time in its full 
glory; and a long and profound peace, together 
with the patronage and encouragement of authority, 
had contributed to raiſe the arts and ſciences to a 
height unknown before; and which later ages, with 
all their boaſted improvements, have ſcarce been 
able to exceed. At ſuch a period did the religion 
of Jeſus invite, and endure the teſt of the fevereſt 
ſcrutiny, til}, at length, like pure gold, it came 
forth unſullied, and undiminiſhed from the flames. 

The religion which the apoſtles of Chriſt were 
zealous to promote, as Archdeacon PALEy juſtly 
obſerves, was excluſive. It denied, without re- 
ſerve, the truth of every article of heathen mytho- 
logy, the exiftence ol every object of their workup. 
It accepted no compromiſe. R muſt prevail, if it 
pre- 
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prevailed at all, by thę overthrow of every ſtatue, 
altar and temple in th& world. It will not eaſily be 
credited, that a deſign, ſo bold as this was, could 
in any age be attempted to be carried into execu- 
tion, without great difficulty and danger. Chrifti- 
anity pronounced all the idols of the heathens to be 
falſe, and all the worſhip paid to them to be vain. 
Under this head, a quotation from Tacitus, well 
known to every ſcholar, muſt be inſerted, as de- 
ſerving particular attention. The paſſage was writ- 
ten about ſeventy years after the crucihxion of 
Chriſt, and it relates to tranſactions which took 
place about thirty years after that event. Speakin 
of the fire which happened at Rome, in the time of 
Nero, and of the ſuſpicions which were entertained 
that the cruel emperor himſelf was concerned in 
cauſing it, the hiſtorian thus proceeds in his narra- 
tive and obſervations : | 
i * But neither theſe exertions, nor his gifts to the 
1 people, nor his offerings to the gods, removed the 
infamous imputation under which Nero lay, of 
having ordered the city to be ſet on fire. To put 
an end therefore to this report, he laid the guilt, 
and inflicted the moſt cruel puniſhments upon a 
ſet of people who were held in abhorrence for their 
crimes, and called chriſtians by the vulgar. The 
founder of that name was Chriſt, who ſuffered 
death in the reign of Tiberius, under his procu- 
= rator, Pontius Plate. | 
1 This pernicious ſuperſtition, thus checked for 
. while, broke out again; and ſpread, not only over 
Judea, where the evil originated, but through 
Rome alſo, whither every thing bad upon earth 
finds its way, and is practiſed. Some who con- 


teſſed their ſect were firſt ſeized, and afterwards, 
by 
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by their information, a vaſt multitude were appre- 
hended ; who were convicted, not ſo much of the 
crime of burning Rome, as of hatred to mankind. 
Their ſufferings at their execution were aggravated 
by inſult and mockery; for ſome were diſguiſed in 
the ſkins of wild beaſts, and worried to death by 
dogs.—Some. were crucified. —And others were 
wrapt in pitched ſhirts, and ſet on fire when the 
day cloſed, that they might ſerve as lights to illu- 
minate the night. ; 

* Nero lent his own gardens for theſe executions ; 
and exhibited, at the ſame time, a mock Circenſian 
entertainment, being a ſpectator of the whole, in 
the dreſs of a charioteer ; ſometimes mingling with 
the crowd on foot, and ſometimes viewing the ſpec- 
tacles from his car. This conduct r the ſuſ- 
ferers pitied; and though they were criminals, and 
deſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment, yet they were 
conſidered as ſacrificed, not ſo much out of a re- 
gard to the public good, as to gratify the cruelty of 
one man.“ 

The reader will remember, while he reviews the 


above-cited paſlage, that it 1s the language of an 


enemy, who entertained. very unjuſt, ideas both of 
chriſtianity, and of thoſe who ſuffered in ſupport of 
the good cauſe. | 

Juvenal, commemorating the cruelties exerciſed 
under Nero's government, 1s thought to have the 
ſullering e in view, in a paſſage we meet 
with in one of his ſatires, which is to the following 
purpoſe: nin 2420s 
— © You ſhall ſuffer the ſame puniſhment with 


| thoſe, who ſtand burning in their own flame and 


ſmoke, their head being held up by a ſtake fixed 
& to 


86 | -EVIDENCES or 


to their chin, till they make a long ſtream of blood 
.and melted ſulphur on the ground.” 

Martial, as was uſual with him in other caſes, 
has made the ſufferings of the chriſtians the ſubje&t 
of his ridicule. But from what this poet and other 
- heathen writers ſay on this head, it is plain, that 
the chriſtians, who were put to death for their re- 
ligion, were martyrs in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; their 
ſufferings were ſo voluntary, that it was in their 
power, at the time when the ſentence was pro- 
nounced upon them, to have ſaved their hves, by 
conſenting to join in the acts of idolatrous worſhip. 
I do not encumber theſe pages by inſerting quo- 
tations from theſe authors in the language in which 
they wrote, becaule, to the — they are well 
known, and to others ſuch quotations would be of 
no {ervice. 1. 

From moſt of the heathen writers who have 
touched on the ſufferings of the chriſtians, it ap- 
pears, that they endured all the tortures inflicted 
upon them with great firmneſs and conſtaney. 
But to theſe noble chriſtian virtues, the hard names 
of madneſs, obſtinacy and falkioen. or habit, were 
green by thoſe who knew no better. 

Thus Eprictetus aſks, Is it poſhble that a man 
may arrive at this temper, and become indiſſerent 
to thoſe things, from madneſs or 2285 habit, as the 
Galileans?” 

And Marcus 3 Let this preparation of 
the mind | for death} ariſe from its own jedgment, 

and not from obſtinacy, like the chriſtians. 
All the evangeliſts repreſent our Divine Saviour 


as foretelling the perſecutions to which his followers 
ſhould be expoſed for his ſake. 


I Then 
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Then ſhall they deliver you up to be afflifted, 
and ſhall kill you, and ye ſhall be hated of all na- 
tions for my name's ſake. They ſhall lay hands on 
you, and perſecute you, delivering you up to the 
ſynagogues, and into priſons, being brought before 
kings and rulers for my name's ſake. And ye ſhall 
be betrayed both by parents and brethren, and kinſ- 
folks and friends; and ſome of you ſhall they cauſe 
to be put to death. The time cometh, that he that 
killeth you will think that he doeth God ſervice. 
And theſe. things will they, do unto you, becauſe 
they have not known the Father nor me. But theſe 
things have I told you, that when the time ſhall 
come, ye may remember that I told you of them.” 

The ſacred book, which bears the name of the 
New Teſtament, abounds with exhortations to pa- 
tience under perſecution, and with ſuitable topics 
of conſolation for thoſe who are under the | fiery 
trial, | 

We are troubled,” ſay the champions in the 
chriſtian cauſe, yet not diſtreſſed; we are per- 
plexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not for- 
ſaken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed; always bear- 
ing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jeſus, 
that the life alſo of Jeſus. might be made manifeſt 
in our body. Knowing that he which raiſed up 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall raiſe us up alſo by Jeſus, and 
ſhall preſent us with you. For which cauſe we 
faint not, but, though our out ward man periſnh, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day. For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
- us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. H - 20g). a mw 
Make, my brethren, the prophets, who have 
ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for an example oF 
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ſuffering affliction, and of patience. | Behold, we 
count them happy which endure. - Ve have heafd 
of the patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of 
the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful, and of ten- 
der merey. | | ons 

*« Beloved, think it not ſtrange concerning the 
hery trial, which is to try you, as though ſome 
ſtrange thing happened to you; but rejoice, in- 
aſmuch as ye are partakers of Chrift's fufferings. 
Wheretore let them that ſuffer according to the will 
of God, commit the keeping of their ſouls to him | 
in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator“ 

Perhaps the reader will not be diſpleaſed with 
the following extract from an epiſtle of Clement, re- 
lating to the perſecutions which the chriſtians un- 
der went in his days. The apoſtle Paul mentions this 
perſon among his fellow-labourers, in the fourth 
chapter of his epiſtle to the reg rr — With 
Clement alſo, and with other my fellow-labourers, 
whoſe names are in the book of life:“ There tis ex- 


tant a letter of his to the Corinthian church, in which 
are the following paſſages: 

Let us take the examples of our own age. 
Through zeal! and envy,” the moſt faithful and 
righteous pillars of the church, have been perſe- 
cuted even to the moſt grievous deaths. Let us ſet 
before our eyes the holy apoſtles. Peter, by unjuſt 
envy, underwent 'not one or two, but many ſuffer. 
ings; till at laſt being martyred, he went to the 
place of glory that was due unto him. For the ſame 
cauſe did Paul, in like manner, receive the reward 
of his patience. Seven times he was in bonds; he 
was whipped, he was ſtoned. He preached both in 
the eaſt and in the weſt, leaving behind him the 
glorious report of his faith; and ſo having taught 


the 
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the whole world righteouſneſs, and for that end 
travelled even to the utmoſt bounds of the weft, he 
at laſt ſuffered martyrdom by the command of the 
governors, and departed out of the world, and went 
unto his holy place, having become a moſt eminent 
pattern of patience unto all ages. 

* To theſe holy apoſtles were joined a very great 
number of others, who, having through envy un- 
dergone, in like manner, many pains and torments, 
have left a glorious example to us. For this, not only 
men, but women, have been perſecuted ; and, hav- 
ing ſuffered very grievous and heavy puniſhments, 
have finiſhed the courſe of their faith with firmneſs.” 

Such numbers of the followers of Jeſus were 
put to death for his ſake, in the three firſt centuries, 
that, to an eye of reaſon, it might appear highly 
probable the whole race of chriſtians would be foon 
extinct. From the writers of thoſe times we may 
conclude, that more ſuffered death for the cauſe of 
Chriſt, than were ever known to be cut off in the 
ſame compaſs of time, by war, peſtilence, or fa- 
mine. Some were buried alive; ſome crucified; 
ſome devoured by wild beaſts; ſome conſumed by 
fire; ſome {lain with the ſword; and others tor- 
tured in a manner which cannot be thought-of with- 
out horror. 

But all this ſavage cruelty, which continued, 
with ſome ſhort intervals of reſt and tranquillity, al- 
moſt to the days of Conflantine, was ſo far from de- 
terring men from the profeſſion of chriſtianity, or 
from diminiſhing the number of chriſtians, that the 
blood of the 'martyrs might very juſtly be ſaid to 
have been the ny of the riſing church. 

The converſion of ſo many to the chriſtian faith, 
who laid down their lives for him whom having 
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not ſeen they loved, in whatever way we conſider 
it, abounds with proofs of the truth of the goſpel. 
The courage and conſtancy, with which the firſt 
chriſtians underwent all that human nature ſhuns 
and fears, are aſtoniſhing. Even women and young 
perſons ſuffered with unſhaken reſolution, tortures, 
the very recital of which would make one ſhudder. 
Moſt certainly, that God, to whoſe cauſe they gave 
teſtimony by their blood, ſupported them in the 
fiery trial, and enabled them to glory in tribula- 
tion. 

In a letter written by the church at Smyrna, ſoon 
after the martyrdom of Polycarp, who had been 
the companion of John the divine, we find the fol- 
lowing intereſting paſſage : 

* The ſufferings of all the other martyrs were 
bleſſed and glorious, which they underwent ac- 
cording to the will of God. For ſo it becomes us, 
to aſcribe the power and ordering of all things to 
him. And, indeed. who can chuſe but admire the 
greatneſs of their minds, and that admirable patience 
and love of their Maſter, which then appeared in 
them? Who, when they were ſo flayed with whip- 
ping, that the frame and ſtructure of their bodies 
were laid open to their very inward arteries, ne- 
vertheleſs endured it. In like manner, thoſe who 
were condemned to the beaſts, and kept a long time 
in priſon, underwent many cruel torments ; being 


forced to lie upon ſharp ſpikes laid under their bo- 


dies, and tormented with divers other ſorts of 


puniſhments ; that fo, if it were poſſible, the tyrant, 
by the length of their ſufferings, might have brought 


_ them to deny Chriſt” . 


- 
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CHAP. VI. 


— 


Concluding Remarks. 


WE have preſented the reader, as was propoſed, 

with a ſummary of the evidences of chriſti- 
anity, and in doing that, we have taken a ſhort ſur- 
vey of the principal facts recorded in the New Teſ- 
tament. Let us now endeavour to bring the matter 
to an iſſue. 

Can we ſuppoſe the reporters of the facts which 
have been mentioned, did themſclves certainly 
know that they were falſe? If ſo, we mult ſup- 
poſe, that thouſands of others who were eye-wit- 
ne ſſes of them, did allo certainly know that they were 
mere fittions and fables. For they were as capable 
of determining with certainty as were the apoſtles 
themſelves, whether they had ſeen the facts which 
were reported or not. On this ſuppoſition, as an 
American writer * obſerves, all 7eru/alem . and 
Judea muſt aſſuredly have known, that they never 
ſaw any ſuch tranſactions as are recorded in the gol. 
pel bifdory. £ 

They muſt have known, in particular, that they 
never ſaw any thing of what took place on the day 
of Pentecoſt; as the viſible deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the conſequences which followed. 

The ſeveral churches eſtabliſhed throughout the 
world, muſt, on this ſuppoſition, have known, that 
they ſaw no miracles wrought by the apoſtles, in 
confirmation of their miſſion, and that they never 
knew any thing about thoſe; miraculous gitts which 
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are reported to have been ſo common among them. 
ſelves. And it muſt be ſuppoſed, on the ground 
above-mentioned, that all theſe conſpired in the de- 
ceit, to the utter ſubverſion of the different ſyſtems 
of religion in which they had been educated. It 
muſt be ſuppoſed, that multitudes of theſe men 
united in this fraud, at the expence of their honour, 
their eſtates, and their lives; and that not an indi- 
vidual among them all ſtood forth to diſcover the 
villainy of this procedure. At the ſame time, let it 
be conſidered, that there could be no motive what- 
ever to induce all theſe myriads ot people to 
unite their efforts in ſupport of ſuch fraud as is ſup- 
poſed. Can we imagine, that, without hopin 
to gain any advantage by this conduct, they woul 
have quietly and une ſubmitted to the moſt 
cruel uſage, to the greateſt hardſhips, and even to 
all that is ſhocking and terrible to human nature, 
rather than contraditt and diſprove what they knew 
to be falſe ? No man, furely, in the ſober exerciſe 
of his reaſon, can imagine, for one moment, that 
the whole body of profeſſing chriſtians knew, that 
all that they did, and all that they ſuffered were in 
n of an impoſture. 6 N 
. To propagate a falſe religion, knowing it to be 
fo, would be the greateſt piece of villainy of which 
a man can be guilty. If the evangeliſts did cer- 
tainly know, that their narratives of the lite, death, 
and reſurrection of Jefus were falſe, it maſt follow, 
that a ſet of the vileſt and moſt wicked men that 
ever lived upon earth, drew up the beſt ſyſtem of 
practical religion, the moſt honourable to God, and 
the moſt ſuitable and ſafe for man, that ever was 
propoſed. It muſt follow, that, contrary wo their 
inward principles, they walked according to the 
2 TT rye” rules 
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rules of this ſyſtem themſelves, and ſet the beſt 
examples before others. That without any known 
motive whatſoever; they ſpent their whole lives 
in a continued courſe of the greateſt toil, fatigue 
and affliction, that ever men tia, to promote this 
holy religion, to impreſs it on che minds of others, 
and to engage them, according to it, to live in 
the love and fear of God., Can this, for one mo- 
ment, be ſu ppoſed poſſible to be done, by men of 
luch wicked principles as they muſt have been 
poſſeſſed of, 7 they Bien that they were propagat- 
ing lies in the name of God? 

Can it be thought that ſuch men wool not only 
give up all hope of future happineſs, but all prof- 
pett of eaſe, tranquillity and pleaſure in this 
world, in the vindication of a known fal ſebood? 
That to this end they would expoſe themſelves to 
the greateſt dangers, and to the moſt cruel death, 
without the leaf poſſible advantage here or here- 
after? For they could not but know that they 
were putting t 8 and p their fol- 
lowers into the hands of powerful and cruel ene- 
mies, without any proſpel beyond the grave (ſup- 
poſi ng that they were deceivers) but that of echten 

erdition. We cannot imagine or ſuſpett them to 

ave been impoſtors, without ſuppoſing them, at 
the ſame time, to have acted continually in direct 
oppolition to all their intereſts, their comforts, and 
their hopes; and, in a word, to have run counter 
to all the principles of humanity, and to all the 
common Tong of action which were ev er 1106 
among rational beings. 

Will it then be ſaid, that the writers i this 851. 
pel hiſtory, and all thoſe who were ſpectators of 
what they record, had their ſenſes impoſed wp: 

an 
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and were deceived ? - If this; be granted, no evi- 
dence of any tranſaction wharſoever can deſerve 
regard, The apoſtles daily ſaw. the miracles of 
their Divine Maſter performed before; their eyes. 
Attending multitudes ſaw the wounded made 
whole, the ſick healed, the. lepers cleanſed, and 
the dead raiſed. They beheld theſe wonders re- 
eated again and again, for n long tract of time. 
The witneſſes of our Lord's reſurrettion ſaw him 
after his death, they ate and drank with him, 
they converſed familiarly with him for the ſpace 
of forty days, and they beheld him aſcend up into 
heaven. 11 we ſuppoſe the whole a deception, 
we muſt at the Tame time conclude that there can 
be no certainty of any thing. and that our ſenſes 
can be of no ſervice to us. It is as reaſonable to 
imagine, that our whole: life, from our infancy 
to the preſent moment is hot a reality but a dream. 
Arguments, reaſonings, proofs and evidences, 
upon amy ſubject, muſt: ſtand for nothing with 
m_ of fo incredulous-and obKinate a turn of 
mme. [1 4 | 1 1. | 
- The early writers againſt chriſtianity had not 
the boldneſs of our modern infidels. They did 
not attempt to deny the facts on which the ſyſtem 
is founded. They could not have wanted advan- 
tages or inclination to have detected any fraud or 
deceit; if any could have been found. But the 
important tranſattions in queſtion are verified b 
evidences which cannot be reſi ſted, and by which 
none can be decerved who will pay proper atten- 
tion to them. e nne 
The matter plainly comes to this iſſue. If the 
goſpel hiſtory be not true, then all the known laws 
of nature were changed. All che known motives 
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and incentives to human actions have been in- 
verted. The vileſt men that ever exiſted in the 
world have taken the greateſt pains, and endured 
the greateſt hardſhips to invent, to propagate, and 
to exemplity, in their own practice, with the 
ſtricteſt uni formity and unanimity, the moſt holy 
and divine ſyſtem of religion that ever was pro- 
poſed to the attention of mankind. And not only 


che apoſtles and others in their day, but Whole na- 


tions of men, and even of all ſorts of men, 7ews, 


chriſtians, and pagans, have entered into a confe- 
deracy to ſupport a known cheat, » mg their 


own credit, their own intereſt and ſafety. Yea, 
multitudes of men, without any proſpe& of advan- 
tage here or hereafter, have been brought ſtrenu- 
ouſly and tenaciouſly to profeſs what they knew 
to be falſe; to exchange the comforts and plea- 
ſures of life, for ſhame, reproach, baniſhment, 
ſcourgings, impriſonment, tortures and death; 
and, in one word, to expoſe themſelves to the ha- 
tred of God and man, without any motive what- 
ever. N 

I do not pretend, in this fmall work, to have 
touched upon all the variety of evidences which 
have been adduced in proof of chriſtianity, and 
ably urged by different writers. What has been 


advanced, I ſhould think ſufficient to ſatisfy any 
unprejudiced mind, No other hiſtorical 


whatever is ſupported by proofs like theſe. — 
No other religious ſyſtem, which at any pe- 
riod of time has been 'propoſed to the world, 
ever bore credentials ' Which would admit of any 
kind of compariſon with theſe. I muſt own, it 
fees to me abſolutely impoſſible that ſo many 
different kinds of en? 4 and all ſo ſtrong, ſhould 
" | have 
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have lent their concurrent. aid, as a celebrated 
Author expreſſes bimſelf, and have united their 
joint force in the eſtabliſhment ot a falſehood. 

He who doubts of the truth of: chriſtianity, and 
yet ſeeks not to be reſolved, is ,cqually unhappy 
and unjuſt, as Monſ. Paſcal has oblerved. But it, 
at the 2k time, he appears eaſy and compoled, | 
if he freely declares his indifference; nay, if hc | 
profeſſes it with vanity, and ſeems to make this 
deplorable condition the matter of his diverſion, 
I know not what name to give ſo extravagant a 
creature. How 1s it poſſible for a rational being | 


to indulge himſelf in ſuch an horrible diſpoſition ! 


What 199 is there in jeſling about evexlaſling 
miſery! What brayery is chere in a man's wal- 
lingly involving himſelf in impenetrable dark 


neſs! Or what conſolation in being indifferent 


about that which is the only ſource of comfort? 

I am fully perſuaded, that the reaſon why. ſome 
pretend to diſbelieve the truth of Chriſtianity, is 
not for want of ſufficient evidence, as they would 
inſinuate; but from other cauſes. Mr. Wir- 


BERFORCE, in his excellent work, lately publiſh- | 


ed, gives us a ſtriking view of the progreſs of in- 
fidelity, / I ſhall beg leave to cite a tew ſentences: 
* From the account here given, it appears 


plainly, that infidelity is generally the offspring of 


s and that its ſucceſs is mainly to be aſ- 
cribed to the deprayity of the moral character. 
This fact is confirmed by the undeniable. truth, 
that in „ocieties, which conſiſt of individuals, infi- 
delity is the natural fruit, not ſo much of a ſtudi- 
ous and diſputstious, as of a diſſipated and vicious 
Fuſes itſelf in proportion as the general 

morals decline; and it is embraced with leſs ap- 
| | | "= ©" prehenen, i 


: 
4 - 
"3 #3 +5 


CHRISTIANITY. 97 


prehenſion when every infidel is left in ſpirits, by 
{ſeeing many around him who are ſharing fortunes 
with himſelf. 

To any fair mind, this conſideration alone might 
be offered, as ſuggeſting a ſtrong argument againſt 
infidelity, and in favour of revelation. And the 
iriends of chriſtianity might juſtly retort the charge, 
which their opponents * urge with no little af- 
ſettat ion of ſuperior wiſdom; that we implicitly 
ſurrender ourſelves to the influence of prejudice, 
inſtead of examining diſpaſſionately the ground of 
dur faith, and yielding our aſſent only according 
to che degree af; evidence. 

In our own days, when it is but too clear that inh- 
delity increaſes, it is not in conſequence of the rea- 
lonings of the infidel writers having been much 
ſtudied; but from the progreſs of luxury, and the 
decay of morals. And, ſo far as this increaſe may 
be traced at all to ſceptical writers, it has been 
produced, not by argument and diſcuſſion, but by 
ſarcaſins and points of wit, which have operated 
on weak minds, or on nominal chriſtians, by bring- 
ing gradually into contempt, opinions which, in 
their caſe, had only reſted on the baſis of blind re- 
pect, and the prejudices of education. | 

It may therefore be laid down as an axiom, that 
infidelity is in general a 29 of the heart more 
than of the aol; #769721 If revelation were aſ- 
failed only by reaſon war argument, it would have 
little to fear. The literary oppoſers of chriſtianity, 
trom Herbert to Hume, have been ſeldom read. 
They made ſome ſtir in their day. During their 
ſpan of exiſtence they were noiſy and noxious ; 
but, like the locuſts of the eaſt, which for a while 
obſcure the air, and de ſtroy the verdure, they were 
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ſoon ſwept away and forgotten; their very names 
would be ſcarcely found, if Leland had not pre- 
ſerved them from oblivion.” 


The firſt ſtep towards believing the truth of 


the chriſtian religion, is a hope that it may be true. 
And who would not entertain ſuch a hope? It is 


certainly for the intereſt of all, yea, even of the 
worſt men in the world, that it ſhould be true; be- 
cauſe it is the only ſyſtem which can give them 
any ground to expect, on repentance, the pardon 
of their crimes, and reconciliation with the offended 
Majeſty of heaven. The puniſhment of fin is a 
debt due to juſtice, which cannot be remitted with- 
out compenſation: repentance can be no compen- 
ſation; 1t is a change of the ſinner's mind, attended 
with a correſponding change of condutt ; but it 
cannot waſh away ſin. If any man, by extrava- 
gance, contracts a debt, repentance may induce 
him to aft with more caution in future; but it can 
never pay off his old arrears, for which he muſt ever 
be accountable, unleſs they are diſcharged by him- 
ſelf, or ſome other perſon in his ſtead. This very 
diſcharge chriſtianity alone holds forth, through 
the mediation of its Divine Author. It makes the 
moſt liberal proclamation to the vileſt of the human 
race, Be it known unto you, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveneſs of ſins; and by him all that believe are 


juſtified from all things, from which ye could not | 


be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” 

The goſpel exactly ſuits the caſe of guilty, miſe- 
rable, helpleſs men. But let none dare to reject 
ſo divine a remedy. In doing that, all ground of 
hope would be given up at once. Beware there- 


fore leſt that come upon you which is ſpoken of 


in 
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in the prophets; Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 
and periſh: for I work a work in your days, a 
work which ye will in no wiſe believe, though a 
man declare it unto you.“ 

There is no evidence of the truth of chriſtianity 
ſo ſatisfactory to a man's own ſoul, as the inward 
experience of the power of the goſpel in its enlight- 
ening, quickening, and ſanctifying influence. He 
who feels his heart ſo effeftually wrought upon by 
the conſtraining energy of the divine word, as to be 
turned by it from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of ſatan to God, will be able to ſay, againſt 
all the ſophiſtical inſinuations of infidels, with the 
man whole eyes had been miraculouſly opened b 
Chriſt, © This one thing I know, that whereas 
was blind, now I ſee.” As ſuch, he will be ready 
to deſpiſe the ſubtle objections which may be raiſed 
againſt the bleſſed 2 14 He cannot doubt, but 
that the word of truth, by which he has been be- 
gotten again to a lively hope, is that very word of 
God which is able to make men wiſe to ſalvation. 
He that believeth hath the witneſs in himſelf. And 
it is poſſible there may be ſeaſons of darkneſs and 
temptation in which the chriſtian will find this to be 
the ſureſt ſupport of his hope. 

I ſhall now leave my readers to their own re- 
flections on this important ſubjett ; humbly entreat- 
ing that Almighty Saviour, whoſe cauſe I have at- 


© tempted to plead, to give his bleſſing to my feeble 


endeavours, ſo that his glory may thereby be po 
moted, and his followers be confirmed in their faith 
in his name, and in their warm and ſteady attach- 
ment to- his intereſt. As for thoſe who obſtinately 


ſhut their eyes againſt the light, I ſincerely pity 
chem. Their condition is deplorable. But what 


it 
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if ſome do not believe? ſhall their unbelief make 
the faith of God, or the truth which he has fo 
clearly revealed, without effect? God forbid. He 
has furniſhed us with every kind of evidence that 
we can reaſonably deſire. For my own part, I ſo- 
lemnly declare, I ſhould not know how to form a 
wiſh for other proofs of the truth of the chriſtian 
religion, than thoſe which God has given. To his 
name be everlaſting honour. Amen. 


